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Iraq Summer

With summer coming to an end, the Iraq Summer
Campaign is passing out yard signs and bumper stick-
ers and. gearing up for it's grand finale - the Take-A-
Stand Meeting to be held August 28th at 7 pm. Citizens
who are tired of the War in Iraq should come out and
usé the event to help put pressure on Congressman
Charlie Dent to vote for bringing the war to an end.
The meeting will include information about Iraq not
included in typical media reports as well as numerous
opportunities for activism. The Take-A-Stand Meeting
will be held at the Steel Workers Van Bittner Memori-
al Union Hall, at 53 E. Lehigh St., in Bethlehem. A
RSVP to pennsylvania9@iragsummer.org is not re-
quired, but would be appreciated.

Congressman Dent has consistently stated his
hesitancy to take a position on reducing the number of

(continued on page 2)

Cindy Sheehan Inspires
Valley’s Peace Community

Driven by the reality that, “...accountability,
humanity, and peace are so important to us that we just
dropped everything to do this,” a refreshed Cindy
Sheehan and her caravan regrouped for “The Journey
for Humanity” which left Crawford, Texas on July 10th,
The group included, at times, such notable peace acti-
vists as retired Army Col. Ann Wright, Kathy Murphy,
Carlos Arrendondo, Rev. Lennox Yearwood, Debra
Sweet, David Swanson, Ray McGovern, and more.

They traveled through the South with stops at Ft.
Benning, Georgia, and New Orleans. On July 2314,
former USAF Captain, Louise Legun, and I joined the
caravan at Arlington National Cemetery where a group
of approximately 300 marched to the office of Rep.
John Conyers. Cindy, Rev. Yearwood, David Swanson,
and Ray McGovern met with Conyers for an hour
while the rest of us lined the hallway waiting to hear
whether Rep. Conyers would initiate impeachment
proceedings. When Conyers failed to follow through,
45 individuals sat down and were arrested for disor-
derly conduct.

From Washington, D.C,, Cmdy s caravan headed
to Philadelphia, and on to Allentown on July 25, As
local activists began to assemble at 15t and Allen
Streets across from the National Guard Armory,
Cindy’s caravan quietly enjoyed a wonderful dinner at
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the Episcopal Church of the Mediator. The tables were
decorated with bright orange tablecloths (the color
orange represents dissent) and fresh flowers. Ellen
Bell, Louise Legun, Maison Blanc, Susie Ravitz, and I
all contributed to make the dinner a huge success.
After dinner the “Journey” contingent joined the
70 or more protesters at the Armory location. Elijah
LoPinto of the Allentown Armory Activists led the
march south on 15t Street to Hamilton Street and on to
the Sterling Hotel for a rally. What a grand sight! All
the posters, banners, and chanting protesters occasion-
ally joined by passing local citizens. The arrival at the
Sterling Hotel formed a cohesive, energetic assembly
of 200-300 people waiting to hear from this warm, in-
telligent, knowledgeable, dedicated Gold Star mother.
Rousing speeches by Col. Ann Wright, Peter
Christine (LEPOCO), Louise Legun (Veterans for
Peace), Joe DeRaymond (Lehigh Valley Peace Coali-
tion), John Potak (Allentown Armory Activists), Carlos
Arrendondo, Louis Yako (Lehigh University graduate

(continued on page 8)

Eyes Wide Open Across PA

The Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition is bringing
this exhibit back to the Lehigh Valley, September 23:4
to 25th, Eyes Wide Open speaks directly to our hearts
and reminds us of the terrible human cost of war.
Over 170 pair of combat boots tagged with the names
and some mementos of Pennsylvania soldiers who
have died in the Iraq war will be displayed. There is
also a visual representation of the hundreds of thou-
sands of Iraqi civilians who have died in this conflict.
The multimedia display includes inforration on the
costs and the consequences of the war.

The exhibit will be at Lafayette College on Sep-
tember 23 and 24'%, and will be at Northampton Com-

munity College on September 25%. Specific details on
(continued on page 2)

Veterans For Peace
Active This Summer

Saturday, July 14th, members of Veterans For
Peace, Lehigh Valley Chapter, participated in a March
and Peace Fair in Reading. The event was held by an
anti-violence coalition of Berks County. The march
covered four to five miles through parts of downtown
Reading and the fair was held at a city park. During

(continued on page 2)



Irag Summer

(continued from page 1)

troops in Iraq until he hears the Petracus Report com-
ing in September. With word coming out recently that
the report will be written, not by Gen. Petraeus, but by
the Administration, it is more important than ever to
let Rep. Dent know he can no longer use the Petraeus
Report as an excuse for prolonging this endless war.

The Iraq Summer campaign is a national effort
directed by Americans Against Escalation in Iraq
(AAEI). AAEIis a coalition of numerous groups
including VoteVets.org, MoveOn.org, the SEIU, US
Action, Working Assets, the Center For American Pro-
gress, and Win Without War. The campaign has tar-
geted various Republican Senators and members of
Congress who have been consistently supporting the
President’s plan for endless war. The campaign is tar-
geting Republicans because that’s where the base of
the President’s support is. These members can be con-
vinced to vote against the President on the war issue in
the future.

In Pennsylvania, the campaign is focused on Sen.
Specter and Congressmen Charlie Dent, Tim Murphy,
Jim Gerlach, Phil English, and Todd Platt. The mes-
sage of the campaign is that these Senators and Repre-
sentatives are out of touch with their constituents, who
overwhelmingly want the War in Iraq brought to an
end. The campaign insists that these elected officials
“take a stand” - either with their constituents, or with
President Bush.

- Aaron Swisher, Organizer for the Iraq
Summer Campaign

Editor’s Note: Yard signs from the Iraq Summer Campaign
stating, “Support the Troops; End the War,” are available at
the LEPOCO Peace Center or by calling Aaron Swisher at
202-210-2080,

Eyes Wide Open Across PA

{continued from page 1)

the times and exact sites will be available shortly. The
exhibit is free and open to public. American Friends
Service Committee, an international social justice
organization, developed and maintains this exhibit.
The national exhibit has been disbanded as too large to
be practical. The logistics of handling almost 4000
pairs of boots becomes too difficult and expensive.
The Pennsylvania exhibit started in 2005 and has been
to over 20 cities around the state. The web site, www.,
afsc.org/pittsburgh, contains details and pictures from
the various cities.

There is a need for many volunteers to staff the
exhibit and set up and tear down the exhibit each day.
If you can help, please call the LEPOCO Peace Center
at 610-691-8730.

- Terry Briscoe
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Veterans For Peace
Active This Summer

{continued from page 1)
the fair, Veterans For Peace erected and staffed a booth
in which pictures and posters pertaining to the conflict
in Iraq were displayed. Books, pins and bumper stick-
ers were sold, as well as donations received toward
purchase of telephone cards to be given to wounded
veterans in military hospitals.

Several contacts were made with individuals from
the Reading area regarding the possible organization
of a Veterans For Peace chapter in Berks County. Also
participation in this event provided experience toward
our staffing a similar booth at The Allentown Fair.

- Paul Fichter

Editor’s Note: Veterans For Peace can still use a little help
with staffing their booth at the Allentown Fair, August 28-
Sept. 2. If you can help, contact Louise Legun or LEFOCO
(and we'll talk to Louise). Even if you cannot help, be sure to
visit their booth at the Allentown Fair.

Weekly Peace Vigils
Bethiehem: 4-5 pm, Thursdays

3rd & Wyandotte Sts., south Bethlehem
Contaci: Vince Stravino 610-216-8103
Allentown: Noon-1 pm, Fridays
Federal Courthouse, 5 & Hamilton Sts,
Contact: Rev. Jokn Clint Fowler, 610-746-5013
Eastony 10-11 am, Saturdays, Centre Square
Contact: Reggie Regrut, 908-859-5632
Please attend as often as you are able!
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Lehlgh -Pocono Committee of Concern
. 313 West Fourth Sirest
Bethlehem, PA 18015
phone: §10-691-8730
fa: 610-691-8604
website: www.lepoco.org
e-mail: lepoco@fast.net
The LEPOCO Newsletter is published 18 times a year by the
Lehigh-Poconc Committee of Concern, a nonviolent, non-
profit organization dedicated to peace in all forms.
Annual dues are:

Regular Member. . ............ $25
Limited Income Member ....... $5
Household Membership ....... $30
Supporting Member . .......... $50

Articles/news shouid be submitted by the third Wednesday
of the month for use in the following month’s newslstier.
Newsletter Staff: Ellen Buck, Martha Christing, Pater
Christine, Peter Crownfield, Fran Dreishach, Arlens Grow,
Mike Lawten, Tom Lioyd, Bob Riggs, Tom Stinnett, Joan
Stolz, Joan Stone, Nancy Tate, Marion Thorne, Jeff Vitelli,
Hans Wuerth, and Ursula Wuerth.

Thanks to ali the people who staple, fold and label the
newsletter each month.

LEPOCO Steering Commitiee: Addison Bross, Peter
Christine, robert Daniels !, Julius lwantsch (co-ireasurer),
Holly Kent, Mike Lawion {ex-officio), Michelle Mecham, Janet
Ney (co-treasurer), Sue Ravitz, Nancy Tate (ex-officio).
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Popcorn & Politics 7%
at the LEPOCO Peace Center ‘;3:2“‘
Fri. & Sat., Sept. 7& 8, 7 pm

When the Levees Broke:
A Requiem in Four Acts

On Friday, see Acts I and II of
an intimate, heart-rending docu-
mentary portrait of New Orleans in
the wake of Hurricane Katrina that
tells the personal stories of those
who endured this harrowing or-
deal and the story of the federal
government which failed them.
Directed by Spike Lee. 120 min-
utes. Projected on the big screen at
the LEPOCO Peace Center. (2006).

On Saturday, see Acts III and
IV. Also 120 minutes,

Please bring a snack or bever-
age to share.

Friday, Oct. 5, 7pm
(1t Friday Film)

Children of Men -

In the year 2027, eighteen years since the last baby
was born , a disillusioned former activist and his ex-
lover become unlikely champions of the human race,
risking everything to deliver the miracle the whole
world has been waiting for. In the same vein as the
futuristic thrillers, "Blade Runner," "The Road Warri-
or," and Orwell's "1984," this acclaimed feature offers a
frightening glimpse of our possible future and a
pointed look at the world we live in today. Starring
Clive Owen, Julianne Moore, and Michael Caine.
Directed by Alfonso Cuarén. 109 minutes. (2006).

Please bring a snack or beverage to share.

Potluck & Politics
Sunday, October 14, 6:30 pm

Susie Ravitz

Report on Interfaith Peace Brigade
to Israel/Palestine in May-June 2007

Please bring food to share for the Potluck Dinner.

R 5‘.:7-1\
A

September 15th March on DC:

Impeach Bush & Cheney and End the War
The national organization A.N.S.W.E.R. (Act Now
to Stop War and End Racism) is planning a demonstra-
tion in Washington, DC, on Saturday, September 15,
starting at Noon, at the White House, followed by a
march to the Capitol. Locally, contact Joe DeRaymond

at 610-419-4656, regarding car pools. Contact LEPOCO
for information about buses from nearby communities.
You can sign A.N.S.W.E.R.’s petition for impeach-
ment at www.impeachbush.org. And, Louise Legun
has collected information for writing and/or making
phone calls to members of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee to urge them to co-sponsor Dennis Kucinich’s
HR-333, that calls for impeaching Vice President Dick
Cheney. If you would like a copy of this list, call 610-
691-8730, or e-mail lepoco@ fast.net and request a copy.

Perd Selle: October &

LEPOCO's Annual Yard Sale is scheduled for Sat-
urday, October 6t%, in the Forte Building, 1337 E. 5t St,,
in South Bethlehem. We need donations of items to
sell and baked goods as well.

We also need helpers to set up, sort, sell and clean
up before, after and during the sale and to help distri-
bute flyers in the neighborhood. Whatever help or
goods you can donate will be much appreciated.

Bring donations to LEPOCO Peace Center, Tues-
day - Thursday, October 2-4, noon to 5 pm, daily, or
bring them to the Forte Building on Friday, same
hours.

This is an important fundraiser and popular out-
reach event. We need your help. And don't forget to
come to shop for great recycled goods.

- Joan Stolz

SECOND ANNUAL LEPOCO

PEACE
PICNIC

SUNDAY, SEPT 30, 2007, 3-7 PM
AT THE
FRIENDS MEETINGHOUSE

(on Rt. 512, about £ mile north of Rt. 22)

GREAT POTLUCK FOOD.  LIVE MUSIC
FACE PAINTING  GAMES BASKET RAFFLE

VEGETARIAN HOT DOGS & "The Fixings” WILL BE PROVIDED
PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE
AND A $5 DONATION

| 60 TO WWW.LEPOCO.ORG FOR MORE INFO

l
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