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A Reprieve For Now ———

On December 1, the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court delivered good news to George Banks and state
death penalty opponents by ordering a stay of Banks’
execution pending a hearing to determine his mental
competency to be executed. Banks lawyers have ar-
gued that executing someone in his mental condition
would violate the 8% Amendment ban on cruel and
unusual punishment.

Banks had been scheduled to be executed, in our
name, by the state of Pennsylvania on December 204, It
would have been the first execution in Pennsylvania in
five years. Banks is severely mentally ill and was sen-
tenced to death according to jury guidelines that have
since been declared unconstitutional.

Let’s hope that the high court’s action will be the
first step on the road to securing clemency for George
Banks.

- Maria Weick

) Newsletter of
Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern

Editor’s Note: The Lehigh Valley Committee Against State
Killing (L.V.-CASK) had plans for local vigils if George
Banks execution had gone forward on December 214, The
L.V.-CASK will meet on Tuesday, January 11, at 8:30 am, at
the LEPOCO Peace Center, to consider our next steps. If you
are concerned about the death penalty, please attend.

Attention Teens:
Share your vision and GET ACTIVE!

Students across the Lehigh Valley are coming together
to work for a more peaceful world as SECO, Social and
Environmental Change Organization.

**We are currently represented by students from
Palisades, Southern Lehigh, Whitehall, Lehigh Valley
Performing Arts, Moravian Academy, and Liberty.**
Join us!

Contact Annie Hasz at 610-346-06891 or <bluejoon
@earthlink.net> for meeting times and information.

Two Minutes for Peace

Please join at least 100 local peace folks by taking two minutes each weekday to call the
focal offices of our Washington representatives. The Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition asks you |
to do this every day from now until the war and occupation end in Iraq. We suggest this
simple message, or some variant therveof (in your own words):

“End the war. End the occupation. Bring our troops home.”

Call: Rep. Pat Toomey 610-439-8861
Senator Arlen Specter 610-434-1444
Senator Rick Santorum 610-770-0142 _
(As soon as we have a local pione number for Representative-elect Charlie Dent we will call Aiim
instead of Toomey.) (If you live outside the 15" Congressional District please call your representative

instead of Toomey or Dent.)

Please sign the Two Minutes for Peace Pledge and return it to LEPOCO or any of the groups in the
Peace Coalition. LEPOCO’s address is 313 'W. 4" St., Bethlefiem, PA 18015.

I will spend two minutes a day for peace by calling my representatives and urging them to end the

war in Iraq.

Name

Phone Number

Home Address

e-mail address




Visiting Colombia: Part III

Eight days after starting the Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation (FOR) delegation to Colombia, we arrived in
La Unién, the tiny village with the FOR accompani-
ment program: three people committed to six to 12
months of living there, supporting the peace commun-
ity and providing security for the residents. We had
walked the two+ miles up through lush tropical forest,
broken by occasional meadows, cattle, houses, and
people.

At the top we found ourselves looking at an elec-
trical wire leading to the village, a smattering of
wooden houses, meandering people and livestock, a
colorful school and pleasant playground, a couple of
dirt roads, as well as the two nice FOR houses.

Members of the peace community pledge not to
carry arms, not to interact with armed factions at all,
not to use alcohol, to participate in community weork,
and to take responsibility for their own actions.

We had free time in the afternoon, and several of
us went down to the swimming hole at the river even
though the sky was very dark. Hearing thunder, we
went back to the village just in time. It poured! We
gathered in an FOR house; soon a major thunderstorm
developed, and we were forced to sit and chat with
each other for hours, one of the few times we were able
to do that. In such a storm, the village electricity is
turned off; soon the storm itself took out the electricity
for the rest of our stay. The lightning and thunder of
that storm was some of the best I've ever sat through.

The rain let up in the morning, and we divided
into two groups to go to the banana fields on harvest/
packing/shipping day. I went to Javier Sanchez’s field,
he being the man who came to the Lehigh Valley a
couple of years ago to tell us about the peace commu-
nity experience. He told us about growing the baby
bananas they export, and we tried to help in the pack-
ing shed. We worked through the morning in two
fields; then a couple of campesinos took the cartons by
mule to San José and beyond for transport. For grow-
ing, packing, and shipping 13-15 Ib. cartons of baby
bananas, they get $2 per carton.

Toward the end of the day we were able to meet
with the community. They told some of their history.
After displacement and returning to the community, in
2000 paramilitaries murdered six leaders with the help
of the army. The people decided to stay; leaving
would be more risky than staying. Why are the author-
ities against their being there? Uraba, the region, is
rich in fertile land and minerals. Multinational organi-
zations want to build mega-projects: a second canal
from the Pacific Ocean to the Caribbean Sea is one
such project.

Someone asked if life was any better with Presi-
dent Uribe. A leader answered, “We are now in tense
calm.” No one has been killed in La Unidn since 2000.

The next day we went by mule back to San José de
Apartadé, and on to Apartadé where we met with the
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Colonel in charge of troops for the San José area. He
was very friendly, very assuring of the care the brigade
is taking with regard to the peace community -- and very
proud of his brother’s accomplishments at the School of
the Americas.

Our remaining meetings in Bogota were with offi-
cials from the Human Rights Office of the UN, the U.S.
Embassy, and the Human Rights Office of the national
government. Oddly, the only places where our cameras
weren’t permitted were the UN and the U.S. Embassy.
The UN representative seemed to discuss the same hu-
man rights situation that we saw; the others glossed over
the problems; just, “Things are getting better.”

That the 17t Brigade has met with FOR delegations
the past two years is encouraging. This past summer re-
presentatives from our embassy and from the govern-
ment’s human rights office visited San José de Apartado
for the first time (separate visits). Figures such as kid-
nappings and disappearances are down. However,
detentions with little cause are way up.

On this trip I learned so much with such dedicated
people about the remarkable Colombians working for
human rights and the incredibly courageous people of
the peace community, in their beautiful country. About
a month ago a woman was killed in San José, and sup-
plies just bought in Apartad6 were stolen from the
vehicle that was to return to San José. For those working
towards negotiated resolution of the violence, encour-
agement is in short supply. )

~ - Janet Goloub.

Editor’s Note: Janet Goloub joined a delegation to Colombia, July 18-
31. The first parts of her report appeared in the last two issues of the

newsletter.
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Potluck & Politics on Haiti

On Friday, January 7, at 7 pm, the Americas Soli-
darity Group of LEPOCO, will sponsor a Potluck &
Politics program featuring Stephen Keppel, Jr., giving
a “Report From Haiti.”

A graduate of Bethlehem Catholic High and Notre
Dame University, Stephen Keppel has been working at
the L’ouverture Cleary School near Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, for over a year. His main project is working
with the graduates of this school who have also fin-
ished college. He is helping them set up businesses.
He also teaches at the school and works on the school’s
environmental committee.

With all the turbulence in Haiti, from the U.S.-
instigated changes in government to the ravages of
Hurricane Ivan, it will be helpful to hear this first-
person account of developments as Stephen Keppel
has experienced them

Please bring some food to share for the potluck
dinner at 7 pm, at the Peace Center. The talk should
begin around 7:30 pm. Call 610-691-8730 if you have
questions.

The next First Friday Film (Popcorn & Politics) will be on
Friday, February 4%, at 7 pm, at LEPOCO. We will view the
Vietnam War-era classic, “Hearts and Minds.”

Bill of Rights Day

In observance of Bill of Rights Day, December 15,
the Bill of Rights Defense Committee of the Lehigh
Valley is undertaking several efforts: urging news-
paper coverage; raising the USA PATRIOT Act again
with Bethlehem City Council; and leafleting the public
at several locations. If you would like more informa-
tion about their efforts please call Barbara Diamond at
610-691-8269 or Peter Crownfield at 610-691-8730.

Bill of Rights Day is observed on the anniversary
of the signing of the Bill of Rights in 1791 and was
declared as a national observance by Pres. Franklin D.
Roosevelt in the early 1940s.

Weekly Peace Vigils
Bethlehem
4-5 pm, Thursdays
3 & Wyandotte Sts., south Bethlehem
Contact: Greta Browne & Guy Gray, 610-865-9050
Allentown
Noon-1 pm, Fridays
Federal Courthouse, 5%t & Hamilton Sts,
Contact: Rev. John Clint Fowler, 610-746-5013
Easton
10-11 am, Saturdays

Centre Square
Contact: Reggie Regrut, 908-859-5632
Please attend as often as you are able!

NAACP Acknowledgement

On Sunday, November 21, the Bethlehem Branch of
the NAACP held their 59% Annual Freedom Fund
Banquet under the theme “Breaking Down Walls in
Racism, Education and the Military.” Very generously
LEPOCO was honored for “efforts to stir the con-
science of Lehigh Valley residents in pursuit of peace
by non-violence.” We are deeply grateful for this ac-
knowledgement from a sister and brother group that
knows so much about the struggle for justice and
peace in our city and our world. Thank you to Jeff
Vitelli who accepted the award for LEPOCO.

The anti-Bush vote was an expression of an explosive
grassroots movement. It was an achievement of the
“other superpower” of democratic public opinion,
finding its voice and creating new forms of organi-
zation, coalition and mobilization.

- From “After the Elections: Resistance Is Not Futile,” A

statement of the National Executive Committee of the Committees of
Correspondence for Democracy and Socialism, based in New York

City.

Be All You Can Be...Work For Peace!
Part-Time Paid Staff Position Available
LEPOCO is seeking a staffperson to work 10 to
15 hours per week on our Youth & Militarism
Program. Responsibilities include outreach and
education at public events and schools.
Candidates should be comfortable doing
presentations, speaking in public,
communicating with school officials and
working closely with high school-aged students.
Other duties include developing and
maintaining relationships with local schools,
phone calls, mailings, attending meetings and
conferences, ordering and managing the Y&M
counter-recruitment materials. We would prefer
candidates who can make at least a one-year

commitment to this position.

Call 610-691-8730 for more information or send a
letter of interest to LEPOCO, 313 W 4th St
Bethlehem, Pa 18015 or to lepoco@postmark.net.
Please respond by January 15, 2005.
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Local Alternative Media ...

On November 18th, Muhlenberg College hosted a
forum, organized and presented by Jim Schneider, on
independent media.

Laura Taub, from Muhlenberg’s Communications
Dept., showed some video made by minority youth
working in a program she helped create. She worked
with California youth media projects for eight years
before coming to Muhlenberg.

Norberto Dominguez, of the Hispanic-American
League of Artists, invited everyone in the audience to
attend the only Latino film festival in Pennsylvania,
the second week of March at the Banana Factory.

Jeff Pooley, also of Muhlenberg’'s Communica-
tions Dept., spoke on media reform efforts. He said
that the intense concentration of media we’re experi-
encing now is a direct result of the 1996 Telecommuni-
cations Act. Pooley showed a clip from Bill Moyer’s
NOW program in which Republican Jim Leech called
the legalized concentration of media ownership “abso-
lutely indefensible.”

Jim Brancato, from the Communications Dept. at
Cedar Crest College, talked about low-power radio.

He said that in 1999 the FCC sponsored a change, mak-
ing broadcast frequencies available to low power sta-
tions of no more than 100 watts. Such stations must be
non-profit and provide at least 12 hours of local broad-
casting per day. The FCC was shocked when it got

3400 applications in the first few months. Major media_

(including NPR) lobbied against low power, and Con-
gress backed off, limiting the number of applications
to about 400. Brancato said SB-2050, sponsored by
Patrick Leahy and John McCain, is a good bill on this
issue. He recommended www.prometheusradio.org as
a fantastic resource.

Guy Gray, from Cedar Crest College, talked
about Community Wireless Networks (WIFI), which
provides low cost, or even free access to the internet.
He mentioned several communities that already have
WIF], and that it's being considered for south Bethle-
hem. Gray felt that probably the best model for WIFI
is in the Champaign-Urbana area of Illinois, where In-
dependent Media Project got a $200,000 grant from the
Soros Corporation to get set up.

Kevin Mahoney, from Kutztown University,
spoke on “Media Activism.” He stressed the value of
the new portable technology as it helped activists in
Seattle, Miami, and elsewhere stay in touch with each
other during demonstrations, to help each other re-
group and strategize as events unfolded. Mahoney
said this media helps sustain the horizontal relation-
ships necessary to keep the internal movement organ-
ized and going -- media not so much as outreach, but
as organizing tool.

The program concluded with a short video by Jim
Schneider, featuring protest against the assault on Iraq.
Much of this video featured LEPOCO members. Some

of it was footage from local vigils or demonstrations in
4 LEPOCO Newsletter / December 2004

NYC, and had a raw energy you could feel along your
spine. It was a visceral reminder of the urgency of our

situation. - Mike Lawton

40t Anniversary March _

You are invited to join the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference as they commemorate the 40t
anniversary of the march from Selma to Montgomery,
Alabama. The original march was led by Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., in 1965. Participants in 2005 will walk
the historic route, approximately 10 miles per day,
from March 6t through March 11th. Each evening
walkers will enter the same churches where civil rights
leaders delivered their message of nonviolence four
decades ago. This time, participants will engage in
forums on issues like education, poverty, and the
significance of the Voting Rights Act, which is up for
renewal in 2007. Transportation will be available to
bring walkers to and from hotels each night, or walk-
ers can camp, or stay overnight in the churches. (Those
who wish to use church lodging need to notify Anna
Maria Caldara as soon as possible at 610-599-9985.)
Reservations for the event must be in place by Friday,
January 28, 2005, and can be made by calling the above
number. Transportation to Selma is the responsibility
of the participants. v

Dr. King entered Alabama in 1965 to accelerate
voter registration for the 70% of African-Americas who
lacked the franchise in five states of the deep south,
and to convince President Johnson that voting rights
legislation was needed. As hundreds were arrested
and beaten for attempting to register at court houses,
SCLC planned the 52-mile march, from Selma to Mont-
gomery, to deliver a petition protesting police brutality
to the governor. As marchers tried to cross the
Edmund Pettus Bridge on “Bloody Sunday,” March 7t,
they were viciously attacked by cavalry and state
troopers. The televised event caused thousands of peo-
ple, including large numbers of clergy, to descend on
Selma in solidarity. The following Tuesday, marchers
tried again to cross the bridge, but Dr. King turned
them around when another line of police confronted
them. Tension erupted within the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee over Dr. King's decision, and
many of its members subsequently withdrew from the
Alabama voting rights campaign. Two marchers had
been murdered up to this point as well, Jimmy Lee
Jackson and James Reeb. A federal permit allowing
the march to continue was issued, and about 5000 peo-
ple began to cross the bridge on Sunday, March 21. By
the time the procession reached the state capital of
Montgomery five days later, it was 25,000 strong,.
“How long will it take? Not long,” Dr. King's voice
called to the crowd assembled from all corners of the
nation. “Because the arm of the moral universe is long,

but it bends toward justice.”
- Anna Maria Caldara






