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Afghanistan

US involvement in Afghanistan since 1979 has been
marked by appalling recklessness. Consider first the ori-
gin of US involvement there, then the quality of current
US strategy-formation.

On 3 July 1979, on the advice of National Security
Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski, President Carter author-
ized the secret aiding and training of Mujahadeen
groups in Afghanistan in their war against the Afghan
pro-Soviet regime. It is important to note that Carter’s
authorization for secret aid to Muslim radicals preceded
the Soviet invasion of 24 December by six months.

Brzezinski’s plan, for which he has expressed great
pride, was to “give the USSR its Vietnam war.” Ina
1998 interview Brzezinski dismissed the current result of
arousing these Islamic terrorists merely as “stirring up
some Muslims.” Yet the avowed purpose of the 2001
bombing-invasion of Afghanistan was to eliminate the

threat of repeated attacks on the United States from the
" same Islamic fundamentalist terrorists. However, no
official mention has been made of the connection be-
tween our former aid to fundamentalist Islamic groups,
although the horrors of 9-11 can be traced in part to this
policy.

Next, consider an observation by Ray McGovern,
retired CIA officer, on what is missing from our current
Afghanistan policy. McGovern notes the value over the
years of reports by the CIA called National Intelligence
Estimates for holding back US presidents and other offi-
cials from absurd and costly decisions. For example,
once during the Vietnam war General Westmoreland
assured Congress that, given the comparably meager
number of Vietnamese insurgents, the war was going
our way and requested, on that basis, 206,000 more US
troops. A National Intelligence Estimate, however, had
provided to Westmoreland an accurate count of enemy
forces, which, since it contradicted the Army’s lower
estimate, the General had chosen to ignore. Leaked to
the press, the NIE sank the escalation plan.

What valuable information, then, has the NIE pro-
vided for President Obama concerning Afghanistan?
McGovern writes: “Would you believe there is no cur-
rent National Intelligence Estimate on Afghanistan?
Rather, Generals David Petraeus and Stanley
McChrystal are running the show, allowing professional
intelligence analysts to be mostly straphangers at plan-
ning and strategy meetings."

- Addison Bross

(Source: The Middle East and Islamic World Reader; “Kipling Haunts
Obama’s Afghan War,” www.commondreams.com, 30 October 2009.)
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Afghanistan: Local Action

On December 15, President Obama announced the
latest war surge for Afghanistan, a plan to send 30,000
more U.S. troops. On December 24, in the late after-
noon, local peace activists gathered in front of Allen-
town’s Federal Building “to give public voice to our op-
position to this war.” Despite a cold rain, over 40 people
came with signs including a banner that read, “Increase
the Peace, Decrease the Troops,” and one person
brought his dog with a neck-held peace sign. The Ex-
press Times and Channel 69 gave coverage to the event.
We sang songs, read poetry, leafleted passersby, and
read a litany of 19 reasons why “We Oppose the War”
(copies available at LEPOCO). The litany closed with our
pledge to “keep opposing this war in every nonviolent
way possible.”

Two days later President Obama visited the Allen-
town area. A small group of us stood outside on the

‘cold, but sunny morning to greet him and those attend-

ing his talk at Lehigh-Carbon Community College. Our
signs questioned the war. There were lots of other peo-
ple with signs, opposing the President and cheering the
President, but we were grateful that our message did
break through with some of the local media: we can’t
afford the jobs and other programs Pres. Obama sup-
ports, if we continue spending a million dollars a year
for each of the thousands of U.S. troops in Afghanistan.

Thank you to the young people and the older peo-
ple who made both demonstrations possible.

Some helpful resources regarding the war escala-
tion in Afghanistan: -

1) American Friends Service Committee conference call
featuring Phyllis Bennis from 12/3/09. Listen at www.afsc.org
(Wage Peace Campaign, Afghanistan Resources).

2) Op-ed by Eric Fair, The Morning Call, 12/16/09,
“Military fajlure is a burden on those who refuse to see their
limitations.”

3)"Voices for Pakistan’s Poor,” by Dan Pearson & Kathy
Kelly, in The Catholic Worker, 12/09.

4) “President Obama’s Afghanistan Escalation Speech,”
analysis by Phyllis Bennis, 12/2/09, at www.ips-dc.org.

5) “Six Alternatives to a Troop Surge in Afghanistan,”

posted 12/1/09, at www.madre.org.
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50 Years of Walking the Talk

In early 1959 Bob Euler from Wellsville, Pennsyl-
vania, suggested that the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers) help recreate a part of the Christmas story by
walking from Nazareth to Bethlehem -- a distance in
Pennsylvania of only 10 miles vs. the 60 miles for the
Holy Family thousands of years ago - on the day prior to
Christmas and bring gifts as a self tax to the Nativity
scene in Zinzendorf Park adjacent to Hotel Bethlehem.
Friends from the Lehigh Valley and Reading met with
Bob to plan the 1959 event and on December 24, Lew
and I and our four daughters (ages 6 thru 11) were among
the 19 persons in that first Pilgrimage.

Numbers grew... on the 4t Pilgrimage there were
50 including a Lancaster man who happened to be blind
and had a companion for the journey. From 1959
through 1963 the total self tax for United Nations and
U.S. UNICEF was $9758!! Changes developed over the
years: at first cars were parked at the Friends Meeting-
house and pilgrims were transported to Nazareth; later
cars assembled for bus transport beneath the Hill-to-Hill
Bridge until Christkindlemart claimed the space in 1993.
One year everyone was treated to hot cocoa at Hotel
Bethlehem and another time all had cocoa at the Mora-
vian College refectory on Church Street. By 1967 and
1968 hot soup was offered to all at the Meetinghouse
after carol singing in Bethlehem.

The early ‘60s emphasized no placards, no mottoes,
just simple dignity and a personal commitment to honor
the Advent season in a real, meaningful way. In the
very early years there was much denigration, thumbs
down, and shouts such as “Get a job!” This changed
and householders came out to greet us, to offer us fruit,
etc. In the ‘70s there were many signs held by walkers;
the collection of these is a record of an era. In the “80s
there were over 16 sponsors including the Greater Beth-
lehem Council of Churches; since 2005 the Pilgrimage
has been affiliated with the Lehigh County Conference
of Churches.

What do I get from the Pilgrimage? The Pilgrimage
provides meaning and calm to me, a great sense of con-
nection with others from many locations who are also
trying to create “peace on earth” year round, and mar-
velous uplift from the stellar speakers who inspire us.

- Fran Dreisbach

Peace Pilgrimage 2009

The Nazareth-to-Bethlehem Peace Pilgrimage has
been completed for its 50th year. As Fran Dreisbach
writes above there are many ways to measure the impact
of this peace witness that has such consistency through
the years. In our next newsletter we hope to have a
report on the inspiring address by Rev. James A. Forbes,
Jr., to the several hundred people gathered at Christ
UCC, Bethlehem, at the close of the Pilgrimage on
December 12. Over 250 people walked in the cold, but
sunny weather, making the moving witness to all who
live on Rt. 191, those who drive past, and those who hear
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about the walk in media coverage. For information
about next year’s walk watch this newsletter or see
www.peace walk.org.

Gaza One Year Later

On December 27, 2008, the three-week assault of
Gaza by the Israeli military began. 1400 Palestinians
died; 13 Israelis. The humanitarian situation is dire as
the blockade of the Gaza Strip remains in place, making
difficult all efforts to repair the war damaged civilian in-
frastructure.

This sad anniversary will be marked around the
world. The Gaza Freedom March will bring 1000 inter-
national human rights activists to the Gaza Strip, De-
cember 27-31, to march side-by-side with Palestinians
from Rafah to Erez.

There will be a Gathering to Support Freedom and
Justice for Gaza on Sunday, December 27, 3-4 pm, in
Doylestown, at Main and East Court Streets., near the
Bucks County Courthouse.

Joyce Ravitz of Easton and New York City, was on a
humanitarian delegation to Gaza after the assault and
has spoken locally on numerous occasions about her ob-
servations of conditions there. Her next scheduled talk
is Wednesday, March 3, at 7 pm, at the Phillipsburg Pub-
lic Library.
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Popcorn/Potluck & Politics R

Due to the New Year’s Day holiday and our lead projectionist’s trip to India, there will be no :
First Friday P&P film in January.

Sunday, January 31st, 6 pm: Sylvia Metzler
“Honduras: A Human Rights Report on the Coup Controlled Country”

LEPOCO Potluck & Politics at Lehigh Valley Friends Meetinghouse
(on Rt. 512, 2 mile north of Rt. 22, just north of the stop light at Wegman'’s)

Sylvia Metzler was part of a Quest for Peace delegation to Honduras in late November,
accompanying supporters of the deposed President Zelaya and learning about the realities on the
ground and the Obama Administration’s approach to Latin America. She says it felt like the
1980s again. Sylvia Metzler has been involved with justice and peace groups in Philadelphia for
many years, including Health Care for All Philadelphia, Grannies for Peace, and the Brandywine
Peace Community. She is a family nurse practitioner, co-chairs Medicines for Nicaragua, and
serves on the board of the Norris Square Neighborhood Project. She was a volunteer nurse
practitioner in Nicaragua from 1990-1992.

Please bring some food to share for the potluck dinner at 6 pm. The presentation and
discussion should begin around 6:30 pm.

Friday, February 5t, 7 pm: The Cove
A Popcorn & Politics Film projected on the big screen at the LEPOCO Peace Center.

This thrilling documentary follows the long path of redemption for former dolphin trainer Ric
O'Barry, who brings together a team of diving specialists, electronics experts, and adrenaline

junkies, to expose horrible crimes committed in a Japanese fishing village. % /
A superior piece of filmmaking and activism directed by Louie Psihoyos. 92 minutes. 2009. P AT
Please bring a snack or beverage to share. / )
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Mall & Goddard Blvd, Valley Forge. Contact Brandy-

wine at 610-544-1818, for more information.
Call LEPOCO or watch LEPOCO’s weekly e-mail
calendar for information on other M.L. King events.

Sunday, January 17, 2010
3:00 pm

A public reading of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
“A Declaration of Independence
from the War in Vietham” speech.

YMCA Community Room
1225 West Lafayette St., Easton

Please join the Nuclear Abolition Sisters of LEPOCO
for this first Easton reading of the
*ever-timely and powerful call for nonviolence and justice
in the season of King Birthday gatherings.

January: A Month of Peace Action in DC

1) Area activists will join Witness Against Torture
as they turn attention to the sad business of marking
the eighth year of torture, abuse and detention at Guan-
tanamo. Participants will fast and vigil from January 11
(the anniversary of the opening of this notorious prison) to
January 22 (the day by which President Obama said Guan-
tdnamo would be closed). There will be a day of action on
the 215t, when they hope to call the world’s attention to
both the administrations” record of broken human
rights promises and the shattered lives of the men at
Guantianamo. For more information contact Frida
Other M.L. King Birthday Events Berrigan at frida.berrigan@gmail. com.

There will be numerous local and regional M.L. bl C2 ) Somew}‘la-t t.c (:n;t;rrt‘e,nt.ly, tfhe (I:’eact?abll\;a As.s elm-
King Birthday observances. Among them: '};l anlllpal.gn 1(31 lé 1atec by ;lces :r rea lv ¢ Nonvio egce)

1. “Advancing Big Dreams,” sponsored by the will gather in D.C., January 25-27 for legal protest, lob-
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Bethlehem Branch of the NAACP and the Bethlehem bying and civil disobedience action. The Campaign
YWCA, Monday, January 18, 2010, at 1 pm, at the calls for an end to the wars and occupations in Iraq,
Cathe d’ral Chur)c,’h of the Nat,ivity ’3"1 & W}lran dotte Sts. Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Palestine, and for a redirect-
south Bethlehem ’ ! tion of funds away from military spending toward re-

building these countries and towards providing for the

Common Good here at home. For more information see

www.venv.org. Contact LEPOCO re: rides from the L.V,
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2. Brandywine Peace Community’s “Make War No
More” event on Monday, January 18, at Noon, outside
Lockheed Martin (the U.S.’s largest military contractor),




Returning to Protest the SOA _

Joe DeRaymond, recently deceased LEPOCO mem-
ber and champion of Latino human rights, made re-
peated trips to Fort Benning in Columbus, Georgia, to
protest the former School of the Americas, now re-
named Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Co-
operation. During his 2005 trip he was arrested for
"crossing the line" and trespassing on military property,
civil disobedience for which he spent three months in
federal prison.

Joe's friend and partner, Sarah Snider, was with
him at Fort Benning when he was arrested. He had
hoped to attend the rally again this year. When he
realized he would not make it, Sarah promised him she
would go one more time. Accompanied by six LEPOCO
members, she was present at this year's protest Novem-
ber 20-22. Nancy Tate, Janet Goloub, Tim Chadwick,
Naed Smith and Bob and Carmen Riggs were with
Sarah when she deposited some of Joe's ashes near the
spot where Joe had committed the civil disobedience
which resulted in his arrest and imprisonment.

More of Joe's ashes actually made it across the line.
Four people were arrested for crossing the line this
year. When Sarah met 77-year-old Father Luis Vitale
and learned he was planning to cross the line for the
third time, she asked him if he would spread some of
Joe's ashes on the base and he agreed. Before his arrest
he said he expected to spend six months in prison as the
result of his repeated civil disobedience.

This year marked the 20t anniversary of the mas-
sacre which prompted Father Roy Bourgeois to begin
the annual vigil at Fort Benning. Six Jesuit priests,
along with their housekeeper and her daughter, were
murdered by soldiers in El Salvador. Eighteen of the
soldiers were graduates of the School of the Americas.
Each year since, Father Bourgeois has led protest
marches at the Fort Benning gate. As many as 20,000
protesters have attended past rallies, but this year's
numbers were down to 6500, according to police esti-
mates.

At 9:05 am, on Saturday, as protesters gathered at
the Fort Benning gate, the gathering learned that Father
Bourgeois and the School of Americas Watch organiza-
tion which he founded had been nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

Click on the www.commondreams.org for a story
published by The Columbus Ledger-Enquirer on
11/23/09, that reports on the SOA Watch event, includ-
ing tributes to Joe and Sarah..

- Bob Riggs

Storm Clouds Gather

Storm clouds, originating in the north, are again
gathering over Latin America. This was the clear mes-
sage given by human rights activists attending the SOA
Watch protest at Ft. Benning, Georgia, in November.

4 LEPOCO Newsletter / December 2009

First, there was June’s military coup in Honduras
followed by the weak and confused response by the
U.S. that has mostly given the coup-makers a green
light. This while most of the countries in the region
have stood firmly on the principle that military coups
are never acceptable and that the elected government of
Mel Zelaya should be immediately restored. (Please see

the announcement of a P&P on Honduras on page 3 of this
newsletter.)

Then there is the October 30th agreement that
means U.S. troops will be moving onto seven military
bases in Colombia. While the agreement is an “empty
vessel” because all the plans for what the U.S. will be
doing on the bases are not fully developed, human
rights activists from Colombia are not reluctant to say
they see the plans as a U.S. occupation of their country.

We know Ecuador refused to renew the agreement
that allowed the U.S. military to use the Manta base in
their country. And, we know U.S. military ties with
Colombia have been close as U.S. soldiers are already
present as part of the “war on drugs” and 85% of Co-
lombian soldiers are being trained by the U.S. military,
but this agreement represents a significant escalation of
the U.S. military presence in the region.

One of the most troubling aspects of the agreement
is that U.S. soldiers will have immunity from prosecu-
tion under Colombian laws. But human rights activists
have greater concerns. This signals massive militariza-
tion in a region that has taken so many steps away from
a dark past of military dictatorship. Many fear the
specter of the U.S. using the bases and Colombian
troops to destabilize the progressive governments in
the region from Brazil, to Bolivia, to Ecuador. Colom-
bia and Venezuela have a history of cross-border dis-
putes and the U.S. eyes Venezuelan oil and has a dis-
taste for their president Hugo Chavez.

According to Pentagon documents the new U.S. air
base in Palanquero (one of the seven) will “expand expe-
ditionary warfare capability” and “improve global
reach” for “conducting full-spectrum operations.” The
document describes South America as “a critical sub-
region of our hemisphere where security and stability is
under constant threat from narcotics funded terrorist
insurgencies, anti-U.S. governments, endemic poverty
and recurring natural disasters.”

The Americas Solidarity Group is working to
bring a version of the U.S. bases in Colombia
presentation that we saw in Georgia to a P&P program
here. Stay tuned.

In the meantime we can contact our Senator Bob
Casey, who sits on the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, and urge him to oppose the bases, but also to
exercise oversight to ensure that they are never used to
commit abuses against Colombians, to evade justice for
crimes that U.S. soldiers may commit, to attack other
nations, or to destabilize already tense relations be-
tween Colombia and its Andean neighbors.

- Nancy Tate







