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Unexpected Problems

LEPOCO has been functioning with more handi-
caps than normal in the last month. We apologize for
the results that have affected our members.

1) We mailed the last newsletter on November 7
and 8. Based on past experience we expected that most
newsletters to the 180--, 181--, and 183-- zip codes
would be delivered in one to two days. We started
calling the post office on November 9 (and called daily
for over a week) when not one of the newsletters we
could track, from among those mailed on November 7,
had been delivered. The post office said they were
busy, but then they could not find our mailing. Well
into the next week the manager at Lehigh Valley Post
Office finally determined that inexperienced workers
had sent our trays of newsletter for local zip codes to a
regional processing facility by mistake. He was able to
retrieve some of those trays and bring them back to the
Lehigh Valley for sorting, and some of those were de-
livered late the second week! Some trays were obvi-
ously sorted at the regional facility because they were
delivered as late as the last week of November and
into early December. Indeed, we are not sure that all
the November newsletters were ever delivered. We
apologize. We hope the post office functions on their
better model of efficiency in the future.

Let’s Tell Congress: Bring the Troops Home!

United for Peace and Justice is organizing a mas-
sive march on Washington, D.C,, for Saturday, January
27,2007. It will call on Congress to take immediate ac-
tion to end the war in Iraq.

Save me a seat!

Name Phone e-mail
Address Zip
___Please reserve ___ seat(s) for me on the bus to the

Troops Home Now. I've enclosed a check for

$

__. T cannot go to Washington, DC, but I would like to
help make sure others are able to go. Enclosedis a
donation of $ .
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2) On November 17 our computer crashed. A lo-
cal repair shop determined that we had lost our hard
drive. We chose to have that hard drive replaced, to
save some money and to limit our contributions to the
computer waste stream. With the help of Tom
Stinnett, we were able to get the computer going again
and start reloading our data. We also had engaged a
computer expert to help with retrieving that data, since
the repair shop had been useless for that task.

Unfortunately, a week and a half later, on Decem-
ber 10, the hard drive crashed again. It was deter-
mined that a new computer was the only answer. No
one seems sure whether the problems were virus driv-
en, or were internal to the old computer. We are able
to do this newsletter thanks to a retired computer that
has come to the rescue. We have a long road to recov-
ery ahead. We hope to be able to send e-mails again in
January and get our financial records updated soon.

Again we apologize, but technology breakdowns
can be especially damaging to our efforts these days.
The LEPOCO Action Meeting of December 11, estab-
lished a special fund to help with these unexpected
expenses. If you would like to contribute, checks can
be made out toe LEPOCO, with “computer aid” written
on the memo line, and mailed to LEPOCO Peace Cen-
ter, 313 W. 4t 5t., Bethlehem, PA 18015. Thank you.

- Nancy C. Tate

LEPOCO and Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition have
reserved a bus from the Lehigh Valley for the trip to
D.C. on January 27, The cost for a seat is $35 regular
or $20 limited income (or whatever you can afford in
between). Donations are welcomed from those who
cannot go to DC, in January, to help cover the expenses
for those who want to attend, but cannot afford the full
fare. Please send your reservation to LEPOCO Peace
Center, 313 W, 4t St,, Bethlehem, PA 18015. If you
need more information please call 610-691-8730.

In UFPY’s call they say, “The peace and justice
movement helped make ending the war in Iraq the pri-
mary issue in this last election. The actions we take do
make a difference... On Election Day people took in-
dividual action by voting. On January 27 we will take
collective action, as we march, to make sure Congress




Election Reflections:

At his presentation at LEPOCO’s Annual Dinner
last March, Noam Chomsky said that despite the hoxr-
rors going on in the world, the public opinion polls
gave him hope. The great majority of people support
values at odds with the Bush agenda.

Battered as we were by the bullying, mendacious
politics of the time, this was probably cold comfort for
many in the audience.

Fast forward to eight months later, to the after-
math of the mid-term elections, in which Bush and his
sociopathic agenda were, across the country, soundly
repudiated, and one can more easily share Chomsky’s
reason for hope. One could be forgiven for even go-
ing euphoric, like the person who sent an e-mail say-
ing, “Rick Santorum is gone! Praise Jesus and pass
the wine!”

By November 9%, it was obvious that the people
who answer the pollsters also got out and put their
vote where their mouth was. In Montana, Jon Tester
won a senatorial race against three-term incumbent
Conrad Burns, a tried and true friend of the corporate
elite. Tester ran on issues like raising the minimum
wage to a livable level, providing health care for all,
saving social security from the privatizers, and giving
military contro! of Iraq to the Iraqis, and bringing the
troops home.

Democrats added 300 legislative seats; and won

contrel of both houses in 15 states, including, for the
first time since 1874, New Hampshire. Carol Shea-
Porter, a teacher, social worker, and staunch opponent
of the Iraq war, upset the GOP’s entrenched incum-
bent and became the first New Hampshire woman
ever to go to Congress.

Jon Hall, one of the founders of the band
Orleans, beat the GOP incumbent Congressman in the
Hudson Valley of New York. He had the enthusiastic
backing of labor, environmental, and anti-war groups.
At the risk of sounding hyperbolic, if Jon Hall can get
elected to Congress, we may be on the threshold of a
revolution.

Voters in the 18-29 age bracket had the highest
turnout in 20 years, up 4% this year from the 2002
mid-term elections. They favored Democrats 60% to
38%.

An informal sampling of LEPOCO members
yielded these opinions of the election outcome: Joe
DeRaymond thought it was “the minimum step neces-
sary to maintain hope.” He believes a significant
speed bump has been thrown in front of rising
fascism.

Tamara Nisic said, “This can only be a step ina
positive direction,” and Kathryn Hoffman exclaimed,
“I'm astounded by the number of Democrats that
won! I hope they'll earn their winning by following

through on the war and human needs.”
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Joan Stolz said, “I’'m broken-hearted that Dent
won. He spent an absurd amount of money on nega-
tive ads. That money could have gone to the YMCA,
Girl Scouts, Headstart. ...I'm glad we took over the
Senate and House, and very happy that Nancy Pelosi
won.” Robert Daniels, 11, said he is “cautiously opti-
mistic. It's a step in the right direction, but we'll see if
anything actually changes.” Suzie Ravitz said she
wished the Democrats had put more effort in
Dertinger (their candidate for the U.S. House from the
15th Congressional District). She believes Rep. Dent
(the one-term incumbent in that district) could proba-
bly have been beaten. (Dent spent in the neighbor-
hood of $1.2 million on his campaign, Dertinger had a
budget of about $67,000.) But, she feels a glimmer of
hope. Overall, she was very happily surprised.

Greta Browne, herself a candidate for the 15th
Congressional seat for the Green Party, said she was
“pleased that the U.S. electorate moved the country in
the direction of progressive issues, but I'm not sure it
will make much of a difference. Bush’s remaining
two years could still be very destructive.”

As they take on the monied interests, the newly
elected forces of hope and change will need the full
strength of the progressive community at their back.

- Mike Lawton

A Short Note: At the November 13t LEPOCO
Action Meeting, an Opentetter to members ¢f Con-
gress, current and newly elected, was approved call-
ing for immediate action to end the war in Iraq. A
similar call has been issued by a collection of Penn-
sylvania peace erganizations and addressed to
Senator-elect Bob Casey. Both letters are available at
the LEPOCO Office.
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Popcorn & Politics
Potluck ;;z Pﬁhtics

Friday, January 5, 7 pm 13
Popcorn & Politics (it Friday Film) |
Joyeux Noél i
(Merry Christmas)
Joyeux Noél, Academy Award nom-
inee for Best Foreign Film, tells the
true story of the WW I Christmas
truce when Scottish, French, and
German troops laid down their
weapons and came out of the
trenches for one night to band to-
gether in common humanity and
forget the brutalities of war. Writ-
ten and directed by Christian
Carion. 160 min. In French, Eng-
lish and German, with English
subtitles. Please bring a snack or
beverage to share.

Sunday, January 21, 6 pm
Potluck & Politics
Reports From the Global South:
Observing Elections in
Nicaragua & Venezuela
Joe DeRaymond, Sarah Snider,
& Tim Chadwick
This Potluck & Politics program will feature three re-
cent visitors to Latin America. Joe DeRaymond and
Sarah Snider were part of a Witness For Peace delega-
tion observing the early November elections in Nicara-
gua that returned Daniel Ortega to the presidency of
that country. Tim Chadwick joined the New York
City-based Albert Lovaro Bolivarian Circle in their del-
egation to observe Venezuela’s early December elec-
tion where Hugo Chavez was reelected president.
These experienced activists will have much to report
from their trips and will relate these two elections to
some of the other changes being seen in Latin America.
'Please bring some foed to share for the potluck dinner
at 6 pm.

Special Print Available

William Kelly, formerly of Bethlehem, now of
Australia, is an internationally celebrated artist whose
work has been dedicated to peacemaking and nonvio-
lence. He has created works specifically for Kent State,
Portadown and Belfast, Northern Ireland, Guernica,
Spain, Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia, and Durban,
South Africa, among other places where, he believes,
there is a role for the artist as witness, commentator,
healer and ambassador.

He is the editor of Violence to Non-Violence... With
Prints from the Peace Project, (Harwood/Craftsman

House, 1994) and of Art and Humanist Ideals: Contem-
porary Perspectives, (Macmillan, 2003).

Kelly was, in April 2006, the recipient of the
Courage of Conscience Award given by the Peace
Abbey, Sherborne, Massachusetts. Past recipients
include Mahatma Gandhi, Muhammad Ali, The Dalai
Lama, Martin Luther King, Jr., and John Lennon.

Kelly has created a print for the benefit of
LEPOCO and assigned the rights to LEPOCO. Prints
are available at the office for a small donation.

- Lee & Ellen Buck

Counterman Released

After having served over seventeen years in pri-
son, many of them on Death Row, Dennis Counterman
was released from Lehigh County Prison on October
18th, The story of how he lost his three children in a
tragic house fire in Allentown, and was then found
guilty of arson and sentenced to death is a tale that
illuminates many of the problems with the death pen-
alty, not the least of which is how close we came to
having an innocent person killed in our name.

Dennis Counterman was released from prison
with only the shirt on his back. He is in need of assis-
tance to get started and live on his own. He is current-
ly staying with his niece in Allentown and can use fur-
niture and /or money to help get back on his feet again.
Contributions can be made out to Dennis Counterman
and sent to: Dennis Counterman; ¢/o James Moreno;
Assistant Federal Defender; Capital Habeas Unit; Suite
545 West Curtis Building; 601 Walnut St.; Philadelphia,
PA 19106.

For more information on the case of Dennis
Counterman, LEPOCO member Joe DeRaymond has
written an article that is posted at www.counter
punch.org. If you have household items that you wish
to donate, please call David Rose at 610-253-2577.

- David Rose

Editor’s Note: As a gesture of support, members of the
Lehigh Valley Committee Against State Killing are sending
holiday cards to Dennis Counterman. If you would like to
join this effort call LEPOCO for the mailing address.

Weekly Peace Vigils

Bethlehem: 4-5 pm, Thursdays

3rd & Wyandotte Sts., south Bethlehem
Contact: Vince Stravino 610-216-8103

Allentown: Noon-1 pm, Fridays
Federal Courthouse, 5t & Hamilton Sts,
Contact: Rev. John Clint Fowler, 610-746-5013
Easton: 10-11 am, Saturdays

Centre Square
Contact: Reggie Regrut, 908-859-5632

Please attend as often as you are able!
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