Annual Dinner Will Be
Saturday, March 14th ___

Planning is well underway for LEPOCQO’s Annual
Dinner to take place on Saturday, March 14, 2009, at the
Episcopal Cathedral Church of the Nativity (321 Wyan-
dotte St.) in south Bethlehem. As previously announced,
this year’s speaker is Jennifer Harbury, an international-
ly known critic of U. S. foreign policy, who has spoken
and written extensively on torture and this country’s in-
volvement in suspect practices.

Jennifer Harbury
sits outside a
government
building in
Guatemala City
in the 1990s,
seeking the files
about the
disappearance of
her husband,
Efrain Bamaca
Velisquez, better
known as
Commander
Everardo.

Photo by Joe
Marquette.

Ms. Harbury has written, “The problem, of course,
lies with the realities concealed from us. This has al-
ways been the case. While the American public has
slowly grappled with ongoing injustices visible within
our own borders, it has long failed to discover and cor-
rect our government's abuses abroad. In the end, how-
ever, this is our government, and torture is being
utilized in our names and supported by our tax dollars.
We are responsible.”

Ms. Harbury will be the featured speaker in a busy
evening that will include Steering Committee elections,
drawing the winners for the very popular LEPOCO Art
Raffle, performances by the Peace Singers, and a deli-
cious meal prepared, from scratch, by LEPOCO’s
renowned volunteer cooks. The menu has been devel-
oped around vegetables that are native to the Americas.
The main course, “Three Sisters Stew,” will include
squash, corn, beans, and tomatoes, all indigenous crops.
Pre-dinner music and appetizers begin at 5 pm, with the
dinner at 5:30 pm.

N Ketcnerot LEPOCO

Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern

Tickets for the dinner and art raffle are on sale now.
For the dinner, complete and return the coupon on
this page. For Art Raffle tickets you will find an orange
flyer enclosed. (Both can also be printed out at LEPOCO’s
web site, www.lepoco.org if you need additional copies.)
Dinner tickets must be purchased in advance; program-
only tickets will be available at the door. (Raffle tickets
will also be available for purchase at the dinner, but you do
not need to be present to win.) The LEPOCO boutique of
SERRYV craft items, books, postcards, bumper stickers,
buttons, and literature will be open for business at the
dinner. A limited number of copies of Jennifer
Harbury’s books, Searching for Everardo: A Story of
Love, War, and the CIA in Guatemala (1997) and Truth,
Torture and the American Way (2005), will also be availa-
ble for sale at the boutique table.

Volunteers are needed for a variety of tasks -- from
shopping to chopping and for setting up and tearing
down. Call the LEPOCO office, 610-691-8730, to offer as
much time as you can manage on the day of the dinner.

The fellowship is great and the effort satisfying and
worthwhile. Please come join us.

- Janet Ney

Return Coupon

LEPOCO Annual Dinner:
Saturday, March 14, 2009

Episcopal Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem
(Pre-dinner music at 5 pm; Dinner at 5:30 pm)
Enclosed is §

Please reserve tickets for:

Name Phone

___ Mail tickets to:

Address

Zip
____Hold tickets at door.

Return to: LEPOCO, 313 W. 4th St,, Bethlehem, PA 18015,
before 5 pm, Tuesday, March 10, 2009.

Annual Dinner Tickets:
$25- Regular Adult;
$50 - Special Supporter;
$10- Limited Income Adult/ Child;
$10 - Program-only, regular

$5 - Program-only, limited income
Dinner tickets by advance reservation only.
Program-only tickets available at the door.
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National Conference Held in a
Death Penalty Capital of the North

The National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penal-
ty’s 2009 Conference, “Training for the Long Run,” was
held in Harrisburg, January 22-25, and a few of us from
the Lehigh Valley Committee Against State Killing were
able to attend. When you are accustomed to a small
monthly meeting at the LEPOCO office, usually attend-
ed by fewer than ten persons, attending a gathering of
over two-hundred activists from around the nation who
are engaged in the same struggle, have the same priori-
ties, and in many cases have dedicated their entire pro-
fessional careers to work for abolishing the death penal-
ty, is to experience encouragement for continuing your
efforts that is therapeutic.

David Rose, Maria Weick, and Calvin Smiley at-
tended a number of the workshops that were part of the
conference, and we all came back with valuable infor-
mation. The amount of information that was presented
to help activists on this issue was astounding. For exam-
ple, the choices for workshops during one hour on Fri-
day afternoon were: How To Use Letters to the Editor as
an Effective Campaign Tool, Practice With On-Camera
Interviews & Tips for Speaking to the Media, Creating a
* Strategic Plan To End the Death Penalty In Your State,
How to Work with Family Members of Those on Death
Row, Working with Family Members of Murder Vic-
tims, and How to Organize a Speaking Tour of Death
Row Exonerees. In addition, there were many other in-
formation packed workshops, and speakers at luncheons
and the awards dinner who provided inspiring stories of
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what they have been able to achieve, either through le-

gal challenges, creative documentary films, organizing

in the religious community, or by pushing through leg-
islation to abolish the death penalty.

This conference was a wonderful opportunity to re-
new the commitment to work toward the ending of the
practice, in Pennsylvania, of trying to decide who de-
serves to live or die, in addition to providing much use-
ful material for anyone engaged in social action. The
conference next year will be in Louisville, Kentucky. If
possible, I will try and attend, and would love to have

someone else along,.
- David Rose

This Space “For Rent”

Attendees of the LEPOCO Annual Dinner will no-
tice this year that we have decided to include advertise-
ments in the program from local businesses, individuals,
and sister organizations.

The unprecedented challenges that we currently
face increase our need for additional sources of income.
Modest advertisements in the program seem to be a via-
ble way to raise funds while informing those attending
of people and services supportive of the peace and jus-
tice ideals that LEPOCO promotes.

If you are interested in helping LEPOCO through
an ad in the annual dinner program prices are as fol-
lows: $25 - business card size; $50 - half page; $75 - full
page. Art work and text must be ready and at LEPOCO
by Friday, March 6. (You can send copy by e-mail,
regular mail, or deliver it in person.)

Newsletter of LEPOCO
Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern
313 West Fourth Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015
phone: 610-691-8730
fax: 610-691-8904
website: www.lepoco.org

e-mail: lepoco@fast.net
The LEPOCO Newsletter is published 10 times a year by the
Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern, a nonviolent, non-
profit organization dedicated to peace in all forms.
Annual dues are:

Regular Member .............. $35
Limited Income Member ....... $5
Household Membership ....... $45
Supporting Member........... $75

Articles/news should be submitted to the address above for
consideration for the next issue of the newsletter.

Newsletter Staff: robert Daniels II, Bob Riggs, Tom Stinnett,
Nancy Tate, Jeff Vitelli.

Thanks to all the people who staple, fold and label the
newsletter each month.

LEPOCO Steering Committee: Addison Bross, Peter Christine,
robert Daniels II (ex-officio), Nils Hovik, Julius Iwantsch (co-
treasurer), Mimi Lang, Michelle Mecham, Janet Ney (co-
treasurer), Sue Ravitz, Nancy Tate (ex-officio).




Popcorn & Politics

Friday, March 6th, 2009, 7 pm: Mesalla: Activists in Iraq

Popcorn and Politics: A First Friday Filin projected on the big screen at the LEPOCO Peace Center.

September Fleventh Families for Peaceful Tomorrows presents this film documenting the
emerging network of peace activists in Iraq known as "LaOnf."

LaOnf (an Arabic word that roughly translates to "nonviolence") formed in 2006 fo join together
Iraqi civil society organizations for the creation and support of nonviolent strategies to oppose
occupation, terrorism and corruption in Iraq.

Directed by Alberto Arce. 50 minutes. 2008.

Please bring a snack or beverage to share.

Friday, April 3+4, 2009, 7 pm: Occupation 101

Popcorn and Politics: A First Friday Film projected on the big screen at the LEPOCO Peace Center.

Thought-provoking and powerful documentary on the current and historical root causes of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Presenting a comprehensive analysis of the facts and hidden truths
surrounding this decades-old struggle, the film also details life under Israeli military rule, the role
of the United States in the conflict, and some of the major obstacles that stand in the way of a
lasting and viable peace. The conflict is explained by leading Middle East scholars, peace
activists, journalists, religious leaders and humanitarian workers -- voices not often heard in the
U.S. media. Directed by Abdallah and Sufyan Omeish. 90 minutes. 2006.

Please bring a snack or beverage to share.

Tolling Bells & Standing For Peace

The Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition has put together
an initiative to mark the day when the U.S.-led invasion
of Iraq began. Area houses of worship have been ap-
proached with a request that they ring their church bells
for six continuous minutes (one minute for every year
of the Iraq War) on Thursday, March 19%, starting at
noon. Members of local congregations and those who
have contacts at local churches are asked to encourage
participation in this modest remembrance.

There will also be a demonstration for peace on
that day, from 11 am to 12:30 pm outside the Federal
Building, 5t & Hamilton Sts., Allentown. Please join
us on March 19t in Allentown.

If you can’t make it we hope you'll take time,
wherever you are, to pause for some brief moments and
reflect on the toll of a war that, though no longer on the
front pages and threatened to be eclipsed by an
escalation in Afghanistan, continues to simmer -
ending lives and wasting the precious resources of our
country and the world.

Tax Day: Supporting Peace Not War

Join leafletters at local post offices on Wednesday,
April 15, as we distribute the “Where Your Income Tax
Money Really Goes” pie chart (a flyer produced by the
War Resisters League) to those filing their tax returns.
With the present economic problems it will be an
especially interesting time to talk with people in our
community and build support for cutting the military
budget. Contact LEPOCO (610-691-8730) if you can help
at any time during the day or early evening. We will try
to be present at several of the local post offices.

“Beyond War” on April 4t

LEPOCO and the Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition
plan to organize for local participation in the United For
Peace & Justice (www.unitedforpeace.org) rally in New
York City on Saturday, April 4. Please call LEPOCO
(610-691-8730) if you are interested in being part of a local
contingent.

The national call reads in part: Our country and our
world are confronting grave problems - wars and occupa-
tions, poverty and inequality, the climate in crisis, and
whole economies collapsing under the weight of war spend-
ing and greed... On the April 4™ anniversary of Dr. King’s
prophetic “Beyond Vietnam” speech, delivered at Riverside .
Church, we will gather in New York City, determined to help
lead our nation in a new direction that so many long for.

For the first time in too long, we will march filled with
hope... On April 4, we will bring our urgent message to the
financial center of Wall Street... Our nation must drastical-
Iy reduce and redirect its military spending to reflect an
entirely new foreign policy based on diplomacy and interna-
tional law instead of military force, on global cooperation
instead of domination, on a plan to live as a part of the
world community instead of using brute power to stand
astride the globe like the colossus of old.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T »

LEPOCO calls our leadership and active members to a
discussion of what the new national realities mean for our

local peace work. We will meet on Sunday, March 29, 1-4 pm,
i at the home of Mimi Lang in Bethlehem. How do we organize ;
i in the midst of new crises, economic and international, and in :

the midst of more hopefulness for change than we have seen

in along time. Please RSVP to LEPOCO (610-691-8730) if you

can join this important discussion.

............................................................................................
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Steering Committee Nominations

LEPOCO's Steering Committee plans and provides
leadership for the Action Meetings, held the second Mon-
day of the month (these meetings are open to all members
and friends of the organization). The Committee makes
decisions between monthly meetings and handles finan-
ces, personnel, and other organizational issues, often
bringing recommendations to Action Meetings.

The election for this year’s Steering Committee will
be completed at the Annual Dinner. (See balloting in-
structions below.)

We want to thank Nils Hovik for one year of service
on the Steering Committee. We regret that the demands of
his work as a college professor make him unable to con~
tinue this commitment. Janet Ney is unable to continue
as co-treasurer, but will return to a regular Steering Com-
mittee position. Tom Stinnett has agreed to fill in as co-
treasurer.

We are nominating extra people to the at-large Steer-
ing Committee positions because there is much to do. We
will need to amend the constitution to accommodate this
change, but felt the asset of having more people willing to
serve would not find opposition among our membership.
Peter Christine, Mimi Lang, Addison Bross, and Susie
Ravitz will continue serving their Steering Committee
terms that began in 2008.

Tom Stinnett of Riegelsville is an engineer by
education and experience. He has worked for several
companies in the biotechnology equipment field. He's
been involved in LEPOCO since 1971 and spent much
of 1972 showing “The Automated Air War” slide show
to a variety of groups. He served as LEPOCO’s treasur-
er between 1974 and 1983 (BC - before computers), but
has been a consultant to subsequent treasurers in com-
puterizing the organization’s financial records.

Julius Iwantsch of Bethlehem has been a
LEPOCO member since the mid-1970s. He works as a
design draftsperson, working mainly with municipal
clients. His interests include U.S. military involve-
ment, military service alternatives for young people,
and bringing this country’s reputation up to what it
should be -- through change. He enjoys hiking, biking,
skiing, and home renovations. He has been co-
treasurer for over 10 years.

ELOCTTON BALLOT oo eeseeeeee e ses e eeesesees s ese s ess e sessseeessessessassssens s
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Janet Ney of Allentown has served as an at-large
Steering Committee member for six years and as co-
treasurer for two years. She has been facilitating the
Annual Dinner for several years, and is a member of
the LEPOCO Peace Singers. She previously served on
the National Committee of the War Resisters League for
ten years. Professionally, Janet is the Associate Execu-
tive Director of the Community Action Committee of
the Lehigh Valley; she celebrated 25 years with her em-
ployer in November 2008. She is an active member of
the First Presbyterian Church of Allentown and volun-
teers for the Presbytery of Lehigh.

Michelle Mecham of Allentown initially be-
came an activist in the 10t grade when she demon-
strated for animal rights. In 2002 she visited LEPOCO
to talk about the powerful connection between animal
and human rights. She joined and has staffed tables at
fairs and festivals, helped to collate newsletters, vigiled
and marched against the Iraq War. She is a valuable
member of the Fundraising Committee and has served
one term on the Steering Committee. Michelle works
in medical records at Lehigh Valley Hospital and is
pursuing a degree in anthropology.

Ruth Karpinski of Allentown has been a con-
vert to peace activism/nonviolent action and involved
with LEPOCO since 2004. Some of her activities have
included participating in several protests against the
war in Iraq locally, in D.C., and in Toronto, Canada. In
Canada, Ruth was a member of a drumming group for
peace and was active with Iraqi and Iranian groups for
social change and understanding. She has also traveled
south for a Civil Rights tour where she gained a greater
understanding of our history and the poverty that still
exists in the U.S. today. Ruth is a nutritionist by trade.
For over 10 years she has been studying North Ameri-
can food choice and trade; and the impact it has on our
health and the environment.

Check out the LEPOCO website
at www.lepoco.org fora
Calendar of Events, Newsletter Archive, Videos, & More.

Sign up for LEPOCO e-mail updates by calling
610-601-8730 or by sending a message to [epoco@fast.net

At-Large Steering Committee Members (vote for three):

Michelle Mecham ____
(2-year term) (2-year term)

Janet Ney __

(2-year term)

Ruth Karpinski ____

Co-Treasurers (vote for two):
Julius Iwantsch ___
(2-year term)

Tom Stinnett ____
(1-year term)

*Please note here if you or anyone you know would be interested in serving on the Steering Committee:

This ballot can be cast at the Annual Dinner on Saturday, March 14, 2009, by 6:15 pm, or by mail to arrive at the LEPOCO Peace
Center, 313 W. 4tk St,, Bethlehem, PA 18015, by Friday, March 13, 2009.
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