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On Wednesday, January 19, at 7 pm, LEPOCO will
hold what has now become an annual reading of the
Martin Luther King speech delivered exactly one year
before he was assassinated. This reading will be the
main feature of a “Pre-Inaugural Peace Witness.”

The address, “Declaration of Independence from
the War in Vietnam,” was given at Riverside Church in
New York City on April 4, 1967. LEPOCO has held a
public reading of the speech every January since 2000.

The program, organized by the Nuclear Abolition
Sisters {a working group of LEPOCO), will be held in
the Bethlehem’s Town Hall (the rotunda building that
can be entered between the Library and the main City
Hall building off Church Street). It will also feature
music by the LEPOCO Peace Singers and a presenta-~
tion to honor the memory of Shirley Chisholm who
died on New Year’s Day 2005.

The King speech, read by local activists, comes
alive for our present work as we hear it read aloud.
One famous quote is representative of the insight held
in King's words: “A nation that continues year after
year to spend more money on military defense than on
programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual
death.” We hope you can attend this important event.

- Nancy C. Tate

Bill of Rights' Defense Action
In Bethlehem

With the election behind us and the threat of even
greater erosion of civil liberties on the horizon, the Bill
of Rights Defense Committee continues its effort to
obtain a resolution from Bethlehem City Council pro-
tecting the civil liberties of the community. Nine Beth-
lehem residents attended the December 7, 2004, council
meeting to press for a resolution that:

» directs all city officials and employees, including
law enforcement officers, to protect the civil rights and
liberties of Bethlehem and abide by the U.S. Constitu-
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tion in circumstances in which it conflicts with the
USA Patriot Act;

e opposes any measure that singles out individuals
for scrutiny, investigation, or enforcement based on
their race, ethnicity, beliefs or country of origin; and

srequests all Bethlehem libraries to review policies
to ensure the privacy of library patrons.

Four states, 363 municipalities and numerous civic
and religious organizations including the National
League of Cities have passed similar resolutions, Evi-
dence suggests that the FBI, aided by local police, is
using Patriot Act powers to target human rights, envi-
ronmental and anti-war groups with no connection to
terrorism. LEPOCO members can help by:

e volunteering to circulate a petition;

o calling or writing Michael Schweder, president,
Bethlehem City Council, 10 E. Church St., Bethlehem
18018; 610-865-7130;

» attending a city council meeting to express sup-
port for a resolution,

Contact Barbara Diamond 610-691-8269 or Peter
Crownfield at LEPOCO for further information.

- Barbara Diamond

Save the Datel

LEPOCO’s Annual Dinmnner
Saturday, March 5, 2005

Help open the celebration of LEPOCO’s
40”’ anniversary year?!

Speakers:

Celeste Zalp]rpallat, a peace activist
whose son was the 720™ U.S. soldier
killed in Iraq
Bob Mcllvaine, from September u®

Families for Peaceful Tomorrows. His
son was killed in the Twin Towers.

and a member of leaql Veterans
Agamst the War.

More information in future maﬂfmg's.




Michael Hoffman of Iraq
Veterans Against the War,
at Emmaus High School —

On Thursday, December 16, I was privileged to
hear the story of a brave and eloquent young man,
Michael Hoffman. A 1997 graduate of Emmaus High
School, Michael admitted that he had had no clear di-
rection to his life after high school, and after working
in retail for a few years, finally listened to his friends
and signed up for the military in 1999. He wanted the
education that he'd heard the military gives -- as well
as the benefits and pay. He wanted to be one of the
best -- so he became a Marine. The Marines trained
him for artillery -- he asked the audience at EMS if
they knew of any local employers who desired a quali-
fied employee who knew how to blow up things. No
one responded to his query.

Michael was among the initial invasion force into
Iraq in 2003. Interestingly, when asked why he was
now able to be in the US when so many others are be-
ing called back to Iraq, he admitted that he already
had been "stop-lossed;” he was set to exit the Marines
in February 2003, but was instead deployed to Iraq. He
served only two months as part of the invasion force,
and then was sent home. Michael is now waiting for
disability due to injuries he sustained in Iraq. Unfor-
tunately, President Bush cut the number of personnel
handling such requests and Michael continues to wait
for his "benefits."

As to the status of the fighting force in Iraq, he
gave numerous examples of how they are under-
equipped and under-trained. In one particularly
poignant example, he told the story of a young soldier
who abandoned his post because he had no experience
in firing the weapon he was asked to use. He said
most of the fighting force does not understand why
they are in Iraq and morale is very low.

He is not proud of his performance in Iraq nor of
the U.S. military presence there. He was told (by a
superior), point blank, before invading Iraq, that his
unit was not there to help the Iraqis or to democratize
the government; their sole purpose for invading Iraq
was to get the oil. He believes fervently that the US
military should leave Iraq, and that building a country
is a job for civilians, not people that are trained to
dehumanize the enemy.

In response to his beliefs, Michael was one of
eight individuals to start Iraq Veterans Against the
War <www.ivaw.net> and he now lectures all over the
world to help bring the troops home and stop the
war. IVAW is a subgroup of Veterans for Peace and
since its inception in July, has grown to over 200
members.,

Michael wanted everyone to know that he still
feels he did the right thing in signing up for the mili-
tary, and that he is still proud to be a Marine, but that
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attacking a country, unprovoked, was not the right thing
to do. There was a small cadre of young men at the talk
who respectfully disagreed with Michael on the last
point - insisting that Michael was misinformed as to
the presence of weapons of mass destruction in Irag.
Michael fielded all questions magnificently, saying that
there had been weapons, Saddam had had a weapons
program, but it was dismantled and handled by the UN
by the UN weapons inspectors, and then pointed out
that Saddam would not have gotten a weapons program
in the first place if the US hadn't helped him get it.

Part of Michael's talk centered on his belief that the
Vietnam War did not end because Nixon was a nice guy,
or a peace advocate, but because Congress stopped fund-
ing the war. They stopped funding it because the peo-
ple rose up and demanded that the war stop. He told us
that we all need to stand on the street corners and make
our voices heard, write to our Senators and Congress-
men, and demand that the money being spent on the
war in Iraq be spent on domestic issues and on benefits
for those who have been fighting this war.

- Sheila Clever

Some of the sad figures:

The U.S. death count in Iraq is rising by 70 or more
each month.

The costs of the war in Iraq are escalating -- now at
more than $1 billionaweek. = .
From “U.S. Strapped to Sustain Iraq Effort,” by Robert Burns
of The Associated Press, in The Intelligencer, Doylestown,
1/8/05.
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Ways to Protest the Inaugural _
Sat., Jan. 15, 8 pm: Attend the Anti-Inaugural Concert
by “Real West” (Mark Graham & Brandon Kwiatek) at
Bethlehem Book Loft & Caffeine Café, 521 E. Fourth
St., (34 floor above Cantelmi’s Hardware), Bethlehem.
Wed., Jan. 19, 7 pm: Attend A Pre-Inaugural Peace
Witness Honoring Martin Luther King, Jr., Bethlehem
Town Hall (see p.1 for more info.).

Thurs., Jan. 20: Take bus or car to Washington, D.C,,
for protests there. Call Dorothy Reilley (610-779-3511)
to learn about seats on bus(es) from Reading area.
Thurs,, Jan 20: Join a national boycott of consuming as
a protest of Iraq War. Not One Damn Dime is an e-mail
campaign that has been flying around the internet. Un-
fortunately, we have no named sponsor or initiator.
Thurs., Jan 20, 4-5 pm: Join the weekly Peace Vigil at
Third & Wyandotte Sts., south Bethlehem.

Popcorn & Politics First Friday Film __

On February 4, at 7 pm, we will show Hearts &
Minds, Peter Davis’ landmark documentary that won
the 1974 Academy Award for Best Documentary. In
the 1987 WRL Films for Peace & Justice, the writer says,
“Interviews with Vietnamese people contrast sharply
with those of U.S. policy-makers, including five presi-
dents.” The video jacket says the film is a powerfully
affecting portrait of the disastrous effects of war.

Bring a snack or a beverage to share and view this
important film. This program will be held at the
LEPOCO Peace Center, 313 W. 4tk St,, south Bethlehem.

Responses to the Tsunami

You are encouraged to support the aid groups
listed in newspapers and elsewhere that are providing
aid for victims of the tsunami tragedy. The following
groups are especially appropriate from LEPOCO’s
experience: American Friends Service Committee,
Church World Service, Doctors Without Borders, Habi-
tat for Humanity, Oxfam America, U.S. Fund for
UNICEF. If you need more information call LEPOCO.

We have also learned of two special requests.

1) Nonviolence International has been working in’
Aceh, Indonesia, through their Peace Education Project
for five years. Their staff is entirely Acehnese nation-
als. They have established the Aceh Earthquake/
Tsunami Relief Fund with an advisory board of
Acehnese leaders. Donations can be sent to Nonvio-
lence International, PO Box 39127, Friendship Station,
Washington, DC 20016, with a notation about the fund.

2} Peace Brigades [nternational (PBI) will reestab-
lish their accompaniment in Aceh province through
their Indonesia Project. They were forced to leave
Aceh in 2003 when martial law was implemented.
They had worked there for five years. They will re-
sume protective accompaniment of human rights
workers at the request of groups in Aceh by activating
current and former PBI volunteers. They will also
assess the need to provide trauma counseling. They
will be working directly with local NGO'’s. For more
information see www.peacebrigades.org. Donations
can be sent to PBI/USA, 428 8t St. SE, 2nd F1., Wash-
ington, DC 20003 with note for Aceh project.

Two Minutes for Peace Pledge

Please join other local peace folks in taking at least two minutes eaci week to call the local offices of
our Washington representatives. The Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition asks vou to do this on a desig-
nated day each week from now until the war and occupation end in Iraq. We suggest this simple

message, or some variant thereof (in your own words):

“End the war. End the occupation. Bring our troops iome.”

Call: Rep. Charles Dent 610-861-9734
Senator Arlen Specter 610-434-1444
Senator Rick Santorum 610-770-0142
(If you live outside the 15" Congressional District please call your representative instead of Rep .Dent.)

Sign the Two Minutes for Peace Pledge and return it to LEPOCO or any of the groups in the Peace Coalition. LEPOCO’s
address is 313 'W. 4" St., Bethlehem, PA 18015. Be sure to Reep your own record of the day you Aave choosen.

I will spend at least two minutes each week for peace by calling my representatives and
urging them to end the war in Iraq. The day I choose is __Monday, __Tuesday,

_Wednesday, __Thursday, __Friday.

Name

Phone Number

Home Address

e-mail address
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We Are the Leaders We

Have Been Waiting For

Weary peace pilgrims who gathered at the end of
a ten mile walk were treated to the oratorical gifts of
The Rev. Bob Edgar, CEO of the National Council of
Churches, Alternately prayerful then entertaining,
thought-provoking and then comforting, Edgar talked
about seeing Dr. Martin Luther King, about Vietnam,
about his career in politics, and about his belief that
summed up his speech, WE ARE THE LEADERS WE
HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR.

Dr Edgar told of going to an interfaith peace-
making conference in Aman, Jordan, where Jews,
Christians, and Muslims gathered. Sunni and Shiite
Muslim clerics, and the Rabbi of Paris were there, and
Prince Assad took all of them to a Palestinian refugee
camp in Jordan -- a small city of more than 100,000
people who have been there for 50 years. They were
taken to schools where the children were amazed to
see people from all over the world, some dressed in the
unfamiliar costumes of clergy they had never before
seen. It was difficult to see those children, because as
Dr. Edgar said, "When I think of Iraq, I think of the
children. More than one million have died because of
the sanctions -- dead of poor sanitation, preventable
diseases...because of a lack of Peace." How do we
make a world safe for these children of Darfur, Phila-
delphia, Baghdad or the Palestinian refugee camp?
WE ARE THE LEADERS WE HAVE BEEN WAITING
FOR.

Rev. Edgar gave us a chilling timeline of world
population growth and a now-familiar breakdown of
the world’s demographics simplified. If the world
were a village of 100 people, those of us at the Peace
Pilgrimage would find ourselves in the minority.
Fifty-seven of the 100 of us would be Asian, eight
African. Thirty of us would be white; 70 non-white,
Thirty of us would be Christian; 70 would hold other
faiths. Six of us would own half of the world’s wealth,
and all six would be from the United States. Pecple of
faith need the vision to address the problems resulting
from these iniquities. »

Praising the walkers for their vision and commit-
ment, Edgar said, "If you want to walk fast, walk alone.
If you want to walk far, walk together." He said that
he wanted to be invited back in 2005 and see all of the
bishops and religious leaders in our area come and
walk in peace. If we want to get out of the death trap
in Iraq, he said, we have to stand together and demand
another way. People of faith and peacemakers must
act together and speak up about horrors such as geno-
cide. The Christmas Peace pilgrimage is symbolic, but
it is not all we must do. He encouraged us to recommit
to a lifestyle of nonviolence starting January 1, 2005.

Rev. Edgar refuted the belief that we are divided
into Left and Right religiously and politically. There
is a huge Middle Church, a large number of middle
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U.S. citizens who do what the doctor tells them, do what
the president tells them and generally want to do what
is moral and good. How do we reach them? We need to
keep preaching and teaching about the urgent issues of
Peace, Poverty and Planet Earth. We must not be fooled,
as Robert Kennedy said, by the belief that there is noth-
ing one woman or one man can do. WE ARE THE
LEADERS WE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR.

- Marcie Lightwood

YTy yy

Dr. Helen Caldicott Speaks
In Quakertown

Dr. Helen Caldicott delivered a searing speech on
the dangers of nuclear technology at Quakertown High
School on November 21st, 2004. The event was spon-
sored by No Cobalt-4-Food of Milford Township,
where dozens of Cobalt 60 rods are housed in a food
irradiation facility, CFC Logistics.

Dr. Caldicott placed responsibility for the possible
annihilation of life on earth with the Bush Administra-
tion and its policy of nuclear expansion, and with U.S.
citizens, who consume more energy than anyone else
worldwide. "As the U.S. is proceeding now, it is deter-
mining the fate of the entire planet,” she stated.

The audience learned that all radiation is cumula-
tive; that one in three people get cancer, and that the
incubation period for cancer is 5-60 years. "That's how
the nuclear industry gets away with what it does," she
noted. Radioactive waste is routinely added to dental
braces, hip replacement parts, and eating utensils,
among other everyday items.

Meanwhile, the government has decided to build
over 400 new nuclear power plants. "The 103 nuclear
plants operating now are terrorist targets and must be
closed,” Dr. Caldicott declared. The cooling pools for
each plant are 30 times more radioactive than the plant
itself. Each reactor creates 500 pounds of plutonium
waste per year; only 10 pounds of plutonium are neces-
sary to make a nuclear weapon.

With plans for a Star Wars missile program under-
way, and 30,000 nuclear weapons existing now, Dr.
Caldicott called for a new ethic. "All of us are capable
of great love, even those who do awful things and go
to war," she emphasized. "We have the technology
{wind and solar) and the money (now allocated for
weapons) to abolish the nuclear age in five years. But
we've got the wrong people in government. And we
need a grass roots movement -- your church, your read-
ing group, your children's schools -- to clamor for a
nuclear-free world, NOW!"

Please join the Nuclear Policy Research Group to
assist Dr. Caldicott in her vital work: see <www.
nuclearpolicy.org>.

- Anna Maria Caldara






