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Joe DeRaymond Among 40
Arrested at SOA Protest

Forty people, including LEPOCO member Joe
DeRaymond, crossed the line onto Fort Benning at the
SOA/WHINSEC protest November 19 in Georgia. They
climbed over or went under partly dismantled sections
of the triple barbed wire fence at the main gate of the
Fort. They were immediately arrested by Military
Police. Police from the city of Columbus, Georgia, also
arrested bystanders and those who lifted up the fence to
make it possible for the activists to enter the base.

Five of those who committed civil disobedience
remain incarcerated in the Muscogee County Jail in
Columbus. Three refused $1000 bond, one remains in
custody pending resolution of outstanding charges, one
person pled guilty and was sentenced to six months in
prison and a $2000 fine, and another pled guilty and
received a sentence of 90 days in prison.

Joe DeRaymond and the rest of those arrested are
scheduled to begin federal trials in Columbus on Janu-
ary 30. Joe anticipates that the trial will continue for the
rest of that week. They face likely prison sentences of
three to six months plus fines. They will be represented
by outstanding legal counsel supplied by SOA Watch.
LEPOCO will continue to report on the progress and
outcome of the trial. We will also announce the location
of the prison to which Joe may be sent.

- Bob Riggs

Saturday, January 21, 2006
6-9PM
Evening of Pre-Trial Support
for Joe DeRaymond
and
Fundraiser for the FOR Colombia
Program in San José de Apartadé

at the home of Joe DeRaymond

349 Main §t., Freemansburg
6-8 pm: soclallzing; 8-9 pm presentation about San José

Please bring some food or beverage to share (piza
and some beverages will be provided) and a donation
(smali or large) for the Colombia Program

" seeee s LEPOCO

Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern

SOA Background

The following report on the SOA and Colombia was written
by Bob Riggs for a blog published by Peter Christine. We
excerpt it here to bring our readers up-to-date on these issues.

WHAT IS THE SOA/WHINSEC, AND WHY DID 19,000
SHOW UP NOV. 18-19 TO PROTEST IT? \

SOA stands for "School of the Americas," located at
Ft. Benning, Georgia. It is a school operated by the
U.S. Army for training military personnel from Central
and South America. Its graduates have been guilty of
repeated human rights violations against civilian popu-
lations throughout Latin America. ‘

The SOA was founded in 1946. Since then it has
trained more than 60,000 Latin American soldiers and
police. Students are taught commando tactics, military
intelligence, psychological operations, and counter-
insurgency warfare. Its curriculum gives lip service to
human rights, but its graduates continue to carry out
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attacks and atrocities against poor people and human
{(continued on page 8)

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Birthday Celebration

Remembering M.L.King and what he stood for has
become an annual event -- a LEPOCO tradition. It's time
well spent when we listen to this voice that expressed so
well what many felt in their hearts, but were unable or
unwilling to shout out loud. A voice that uncovered
what most wanted to be hidden; a voice that gave and
continues to give hope and inspiration to act on our
most noble principles; a voice that is as important and
relevant today as it has ever been before.

We are again reading M.L. King’s speech on the
War in Vietnam that he gave at Riverside Church in
New York City on April 4, 1967, exactly one year before
he was killed, April 4, 1968. Unfortunately, we are still
warmongering and his words are as relevant, important
and helpful as ever.

There will be time for your input, and, of course,
there will be music by the LEPOCO Peace Singers. We
hope that many of you will join us in honoring and
listening to a true American hero on Sunday, January 22,
at 3 pm, at the DAR building (log cabin) in the Rose
Garden, on 8t Ave., between Union Blvd. and Broad St.,
in Bethlehem.

- Ursula Wuerth




Other Martin Luther
King Events

The following are local events we were able to confirm
as we were preparing this newsletter. Please watch local
newspapers and contact you regular sources for ,
information on other events. We know other groups are
planning observances, but the details were not firm as of
January 10.

Monday, January 16, 9-11 am
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday Observed

9:00-11:00 AM

Martin Luther King Breakfast with round-table
discussion of Cornel West’s book, “Race Matters” at St.
Paul’s Baptist Church, 925 East Goepp St., Bethlehem
(turn onto Jennings off Pembrook). Call Esther Lee at 610-
866-2078 to make a reservation.

3:00 PM

Martin Luther King Service with Rev. Cecelia Dennery
speaking, Shiloh Baptist Church, 403 Pastor Fred Davis
St., Easton.

Noon

Martin Luther King Day of Nonviolent Resistance,
Lockheed Martin; Mall & Goddard Blvds., Valley Forge
(Rt. 76 behind King of Prussia Mall). Protest the war and
the war-maker, Lockheed Martin. Call Brandywine
Peace Community, 610-544-1818 for more info.

Wednesday, January 18

7:30 PM

“PDream Realized, Dream Deferred?”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Celebration, Egner Memorial
Chapel, Moravian College, Allentown, with Roberta
Meek, featured speaker, commentary by Alec Marsh and
Charles Anderson, music by ACCO, A Chorus
Celebrating Women, and a dramatic piece, “Zorro and
the Director.”
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Sunday, January 22

3:00 PM

Martin Luther King: The Peace Witness, with a reading
of one of King's anti-war speeches, music, and action,
Log Cabin, Rose Garden Park, Bethlehem (see page 1 of
this newsletter).

Tuesday, January 24

7:30 PM

The Rev. Al Sharpton speaking, Baker Hall, Zoellner
Arts Center, Lehigh University, Bethlehem. Free & open
to the public. Call Multi-cultural Affairs Center at
Lehigh, 610-758-3000, for more information.

Saturday, January 28

6:00 PM

“Embrace the Dream”

Dance, Shiloh Baptist Church Choir, Dramatic Scene,
and panel analyzing four M.L. King speech excerpts, at
The Theatre, Northampton Community College.

1 am convinced that if we are to get on the right
side of the world revolution, we as a nation must
undergo a radical revolution of values. When
machines and computers, profit and property rights
are considered more important than people, the
giant triplets of racism, materialism, and
militarism are incapable of being conguered.
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Riverside Church, New York City,
Tuesday, April 4, 1967
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Theater Party!

Our next theatre event will be the Touchstone
Theatre production, “In the Spirit - For Real,” on
Thursday, February 16th. Written and performed by
visiting artist Peggy Pettitt, this hilarious thriller
combines a street smart, hip-hop artist and his wildly
urban grandmother who attempt to rescue the “hood’s
youth from the snares of risky behavior.” Music will
be by Harry Mann.

There will be a reception at the LEPOCO office at
6:30 pm with lite fare and refreshments. The show
begins at 8 pm. (There should be ample time to drive
or walk to Touchstone, several blocks to the east of
LEPOCO on 4tk Street.) The cost is $20 per person.
Please join us for a fun night that benefits LEPOCO.

- Dan Acker

Potluck & Politics

Popcorn & Politics

at the LEPOCO Peace Center
Friday, February 3, 7 pm
Popcorn & Politics
1¢t Friday Film

The second episode of A Force
More Powerful will be shown. This
episode features the Danish resistance
to the German military forces in 1940,
the striking workers in Poland in
1980, and the Chilean resistance to the
military dictatorship of Augusto
Pinochet in 1983, all examples of non-
violent power overcoming oppression
and authoritarian rule. Two segments
from this documentary were shown at
a P&P in July 2005.

Please bring a snack or beverage
to share.

Sunday, Feb. 26, 6:30 pm
Potluck & Politics
Suzanne Marshall
Chemical Plants:
A Real Security Issue

Suzanne Marshall teaches En-
vironmental History and U.S. History
at Moravian College. She is a long-
time activist and leader in the Sierra
Club and is a member of the Chemical
Weapons Working Group. She wrote
“We're Just Trying to Save Your
Water, Lord,” a book about environ-
mental activists in southern Appala-
chia. Previously she taught at
Jacksonville State University in
Alabama.

Please bring some food to share
for dinner at 6:30 pm. The presenta-
tion should begin around 7 pm.

Annual Meeting to Recall Forty

Years of Peacemaking

LEPOCO’s annual meeting, scheduled for March
18, 2006, will feature a commemoration of the fortieth
anniversary of the organization. Portions of a recently-
produced video will be shown during the meeting
which will take place at a new venue, Wesley United
Methodist Church, on Center Street, in Bethlehem.

The evening will include other changes. Pre-dinner
music and appetizers will begin at the early hour of 5:00
p.m. Following dinner and a brief business meeting,
diners will move to the sanctuary of the church for a
presentation by Noam Chomsky, Professor of Linguis-
tics, Linguistic Theory, Syntax, Semantics, and
Philosophy of Language and prolific writer on human
rights, war, and politics. The move to the sanctuary will
accommodate additional numbers of people who want
to hear this challenging, outspoken speaker. During the
program in the sanctuary, the LEPOCO Singers will
provide their usual musical excellence and the historical
video will be sampled.

The fortieth anniversary video has been developed
by a committee headed by Guy Grey. It will include
pictures from the history of LEPOCO and interviews, an
oral history, of people who have been active peace-
makers for many years.

The dinner will feature the gourmet vegetarian fare
that has always made the LEPOCO dinner a very special
event. The business meeting will include the election of
Steering Comimittee members and the very popular Art
Raffle. Early indications are that the raffle will offer art
work, pottery, and other fine crafts.

The committee planning this very special meeting
agreed that a fair admission price, for this year, should

- be $40, a commemoration of sorts of the fortieth anni-

versary. Those wanting to attend the program and hear
the speaker without dinner will pay $15. Those on
limited income may request admission at $10 for the
dinner and speaker, $5 for just the speaker. In order to
facilitate the seating of a large group of people, admis-
sion to any part of the evening should be paid in ad-
vance. Tickets can be obtained from the LEPOCO office.
- Janet Ney

Weekly Peace Vigils

Bethlehem: 4-5pm, Thursdays
3xd & Wyandotte Sts.
Contact: Maria Weick 610-346-8793

Allentown: Noon-1 pm, Fridays
Federal Courthouse, 5t & Hamilton Sts,
Rev. John Clint Fowler, 610-746-5013

Easton: 10-11 am, Saturdays
Centre Square
Contact: Reggie Regrut, 908-859-5632

Please attend as often as you are able!
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A National Call for

Nonviolent Resistance

In late 2003, the Dalai Lama visited New York City
and met with leaders like Dr. Helen Caldicott, Amy
Goodman, Rep. Dennis Kucinich, Susan Sarandon, and
the Rev. Al Sharpton. The meeting took place in New
York’s Town Hall and is available on DVD as Ethics and
the World Crisis: A Dialogue with the Dalai Lama. Of
course, the six-month-old war in Iraq was a prevalent
subject of the discussion. At one point the Dalai Lama
said, “It is not enough to just say, peace, peace, peace!
Must do more.” Ireally didn't understand at the time
what he meant.

More recently, veteran peace activist Father John
Dear spoke locally about the life of nonviolent resis-
tance. During this same period a number of LEPOCO
members participated in civil disobedience at the White
House (see related story on page 6). Through all of this
it has become clearer to me what the Dalai Lama was
speaking about back in late 2003.

It is not enough for us to vigil every week for an
end of war and repression on this planet. It is not
enough to send letiers or e-mails to leaders and repre-
sentatives who supposedly speak for us in Washington.
It is not enough to go to your place of worship and pray
for world peace. It is not enough to send money to your
local or national peace group - as important as all these
efforts are. L B o ,

To know that cur country’s actions are wrong, and
to not actively participate in nonviolent resistance to
those actions is to become complicit with those who
carry out the horrors that we oppose. We must create
acts of civil disobedience that disrupt the machine that
creates violence on this planet.

As part of “A Call to Conscience for the U.S.
Congress,” the group of D.C. protestors from LEPOCO
(and others) has been meeting since September to dis-
cuss how to locally increase pressure on our representa--
tives to take actions to end the war in Iraq. Nationally,
this call to action is to begin with Martin Luther King
Day resistance and proceed until the third anniversary
of the onset of the war in Iraq.

The beginning of local action came on a cold and
bitter Tuesday in early December when about 15 people
presented a letter of opposition to the war at Rep.
Charles Dent’s office in west Bethlehem. The letter out-
lined a demand that Rep. Dent co-sponsor the “End the
War in Iraq Act” bill, HR-4232, with Rep. Jim McGovern
(D-MA), a bill to cut off funding for the war. As expect-
ed there was no commitment from Dent’s office that he
would cosponsor this bill so we held a vigil in front of
the congressman’s office for over an hour. During that
vigil we read the names of all the Pennsylvania dead to
date in the war as well as the names of some of the Iraqi
dead. With Nancy Tate ringing a gong, and Rev. John
Clint Fowler declaring “Rest in Peace!” It was a moving
and invigorating experience for all whoe attended. In
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addition, the following Tuesday a smaller contingent of
LEPOCO members (mostly Bucks County residents)
performed the same action at the office of Rep. Michael
Fitzpatrick in Doylestown.

While these vigils have not been civil disobedience
we believe they are a precursor to possible civil disobe-
dience in the coming weeks or months as we continue to
take our demands to other legislators in other districts
within the Greater Lehigh Valley. As more congressmen
speak out against the occupation and war, like Rep. John
Mourtha from Johnstown, it is important that we press
our representatives more vigorously to join in meaning-
ful actions to end the war. Civil disobedience means we
are willing to make personal sacrifices to help end the
war and we ask those who represent us to do the same.
If you would like to join in this effort please contact the
LEPOCO Peace Center.

As the Dalai Lama said it is not enough for us to
just say “Peace, peace, peace,” we must show a willing-
ness to resist in nonviolent ways that call attention to
alternatives to war and violence.

- Tim Chadwick

Ray Krone to Speak Locally

The death penalty needs to be abolished NOW! Ray
Krone can personally attest to that fact: he spent more
than 10 years in prison, including three on death row,
for a murder he did not commit. In 2002 Ray was exon-
erated by DNA evidence and released. During the week
of February 20 Ray Krone will speak at Lehigh Universi-
ty and Muhlenburg College about his experiences while .
at the mercy of our criminal justice system.

His ordeal should not have been possible in this
country where we claim to value justice, human rights
and civil liberties. Since his release, Ray has traveled
throughout the US and Europe telling his story and ad-
vocating for an end to the death penalty. He has been
featured in numerous publications and on many radio
and television programs. :

Ray’s visit to the Lehigh Valley, which was initiat-
ed by the Lehigh Valley Committee Against State Kill-
ing {(LV-CASK]) and the Bethlehem Amnesty Interna-
tional chapter, is organized by Witness to Innocence, a
speakers bureau affiliated with Sr. Helen Prejean’s
Moratorium Campaign. Specific dates, times and loca-
tions for Ray’s speaking engagements will be set soon.

LV-CASK will meet on Tuesday, January 17 at 8:30
am, at the LEPOCG Peace Center where we will discuss
the Ray Krone visit and other important developments
in the effort to end the death penalty in Pennsylvania.

- Maria Weick







