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Annual Dinner Speaker: Bruce Gagnon

Bruce Gagnon, coordinator of the Global Network
Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space will
speak for LEPOCO’s Annual Dinner on Saturday,
March 29%, Gagnon co-founded the Global Network
in 1992. The title of his presentation at the dinner will
be “Swords Into Plowshares: Transforming the Mili-
tary Industrial Complex.”

The Annual Dinner will take place at the Episcopal
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 34 & Wyandotte Sts.,
south Bethlehem. There will be pre-dinner music and
appetizers at 5 pm, with the dinner starting at 5:30 pm.
Tickets are $25 for regular adult; $50 for special sup-
porter; and $10 for limited income adult or for children
under 12. There will be no dinner tickets at the door
without a reservation. Program-only tickets are $10,
limited income $5. If space allows, program-only tick-
ets will be sold at the door.

Between 1983 and 1998, Bruce was the state coordi-
nator of the Florida Coalition for Peace and Justice. In
1987 he organized the largest peace protest in Florida
history when over 5000 people marched on Cape Cana-
veral in opposition to the first flight test of the Trident
II nuclear missile. He was the organizer of the Cancel
Cassini Campaign (the Cassini project launched 72
pounds of plutonium into space in 1997) that drew
enormous support and media coverage around the
world and was featured on the TV program 60 Minutes.

Gagnon believes that valuable resources on the
moon and the planets will be the next battleground for
corporate profits. “The U.S. intends to control...and
dominate space and deny other countries access,” he
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says, adding that the means for seizing such control are
nuclear, they threaten everyone on earth, and divert
funding from the common good.

Bruce speaks internationally and has written for
publications such as Earth Island Journal, Counter-
punch, Z Magazine, Space News, National Catholic Re-
porter, Asia Times, Le Monde Diplomatique, Canadian
Dimension, and Sakai Journal (Japan). His book Come
Together Right Now: Organizing Stories from a Fading
Empire was published in 2005. He also writes a popu-
lar blog called Organizing Notes.

Bruce has co-produced two videos, Arsenal of Hy-
pocrisy (2003) that spells out U.S. plans for space domi-
nation, and The Necessity of the Conversion of the Mili-
tary Industrial Complex (2006). Both have been exten-
sively shown on Free Speech TV. He hosts a cable TV
show called This Issue that currently runs in eight com-
munities in Maine, where he lives now.

Bruce began his career by working for the United
Farm Workers Union in Florida organizing fruit pick-
ers. He is a Vietnam-era veteran and an active mem-
ber of Veterans for Peace. He recalls that his own shift
in consciousness began when a handful of Vietnam
War protestors stood outside the Air Force base in Cali-
fornia where he was stationed. Remembering this, he
perseveres, and continues to find new ways to enlist
the concern of others. For more information on Bruce’s

work see www.spacedpeace.org.
- Mike Lawton
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Remembering the Peace Witness of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

On Sunday, January 27, at 2:30 pm, LEPOCO will hold the now annual program remembering the peace witness of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., by reading the “Beyond Vietnam: A Time to Break Silence,” speech delivered at Riverside
Church on April 4, 1967, a year before this leader and prophet of nonviolence was assassinated. This year the speech
will be delivered by Eva Moorhead, lary moten, and Bob Weick. The program will be held at Godfrey Daniels
Coffechouse, 7 East 4t St., south Bethlehem. (There will be no charge, but Godfrey’s wonderful desserts and treats
will be available for a charge.) Grace Adele Spruiell, the LEPOCO Peace Singers and others will sing and lead the
singing of protest songs and spirituals. Don’t miss this opportunity to again be inspired by the King peace witness.

LEPOCO Among Those Honored at Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Convocation
Lehigh University held their Inaugural Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Convocation, Building ”the
Beloved Community,” on Monday, January 21.- As part of the program, sixteen individuals and organizations were
honored for their service to the University and the community. LEPOCO was among the sixteen. Lehighis
sponsoring two other important programs in observance of the King Holiday (see over).



Other Martin Luther King Events

On Tuesday, January 29, at 7:30 pm, Dr. Cheryl
Kirk-Duggan will speak on From the Corrosive Cancer
of Hate to the Compelling Call For Compassion, in
Prosser Aud., Moravian College, Bethlehem. Dr. Kirk-
Duggan is Professor of Theology and Director of
Women's Studies at Shaw Divinity School, Shaw Uni-
versity, in Raleigh, North Carolina.

And finally, on Wednesday, January 30, Jonathan
Kozol will speak on “Prophetic Justice: The Vision of
Dr. King and the Present Crisis of Our Separate and

Unequal School System,” at 7 pm, in Packard Lab Aud.,

Lehigh University, south Bethlehem. Kozol’s books
include Death at an Early Age and Amazing Grace: The
Lives of Children and the Conscience of a Nation. A new
book, Letters to a Young Teacher published in 2007,

Bill O’Reilly at the State Theatre

For the third consecutive year, Fox Cable Tele-
vision "infotainment" star, Bill O'Reilly, will be at
Easton's State Theatre on Saturday, January 26. He
will participate in a 6 pm reception followed by his 8
pm performance. His visit to the Lehigh Valley should
not pass without some expression of disapproval for

 his polarizing behavior. I'm inviting LEPOCO mem-
bers to join me on the sidewalk in front of the State
Theatre to bring an appropriate message to Mr.
O'Reilly’s fans. That message might include, “Bill
O’Reilly’s rhetoric is like alcohol - it makes you feel
good, but it poisons the brain.” If you have any sug-
gestions and if you can join me, call 908-859-5632.

A separate but related issue is that the State needs
to be encouraged to invite speakers/performers with

Nuclear Nugget
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! Albert Einstein said that our hope for rescue
| from nuclear weapons lies in citizens' insistence
i that they not be used. Will we rise to meet that
1 responsibility?

! "Through the release of atomic energy, our
| generation has brought into the world the most
| revolutionary force since prehistoric man's dis-
! ¢overy of fire.

! “This basic force of the universe cannot be
! fitted into the outmoded concept of narrow nation-
| alisms. For there is no secret and there is no de-

; fense; there is no possibility of control except

1 through the aroused understanding and insistence
! of the peoples of the world. We scientists recog-

I nize our inescapable responsibility to carry to our

| fellow citizens an understanding of atomic energy

; and its implication for society. In this lies our only
1 security and our only hope -- we believe that an in-
! formed citizenry will act for life and not for

I death."
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other perspectives on U.S. politics. People like Noam
Chomsky or Al Franken could likely attract just as
large an audience. Isuggest we send letters to the
State Theatre asking them to invite such people.

- Reggie Regrut
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Be All You Can Be... Work For Peace!

Part-Time Paid Staff Position Available
LEPOCO is seeking a staffperson to work 10 to 15
hours per week on our Youth & Militarism
Program. Responsibilities include outreach and
education at public events, schools, and with young
people in general. Candidates should be
comfortable doing presentations, speaking in
public, communicating with school officials and
working closely with high school-aged students.
Other duties include developing and maintaining
relationships with local schools, phone calls,
mailings, attending meetings and conferences,
ordering and managing the Y&M counter-
recruitment materials. We would prefer candidates
who can make at least a one-year commitment to
this position. Call 610-691-8730 for more
information or send a letter of interest to LEPOCO,
313 W. 4t St, Bethlehem, PA 18015 or to
lepoco@fast.net. Please respond ASAP.
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313 West Fourth Sirset
Bethlehem, PA 18013
phone: 610-691-8730
fax: 610-891-8304
website: www.lepoco.org
e-mail: lepoco@fast.net
The LEPOCO Newsletter is published 10 times a year by the
Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern, a nonvioclent, non-
profit organization dedicated to peace in all forms.
Annual dues are:

Regular Member. ............. $25
Limited income Member ....... $5
Household Membership ....... $30
Supporting Member........... $50

Articles/news should be submitted by the third Wednesday
of the month for use in the following month's newsletter.
Newsletter Staff: Elien Buck, Martha Christine, Peter
Christine, Peter Crownfield, Fran Dreisbach, Ariene Grow,
Mike Lawton, Tom Lioyd, Bob Riggs, Tom Stinnett, Joan
Stolz, Joan Stone, Nancy Tate, Marion Thorne, Jef Vitelii,
Hans Wuerth, and Ursuia Wuerth.

| Thanks to all the people who staples, fold and label the
newsletter each month.

LEPOCO Steering Committes: Addison Bross, Peter
Christine, robert Daniels I, Julius iwanisch {co-treasurer),
Holiy Kent, Mike Lawton (ex-officio), Micheite Macham, Janet

Lehlgh Pocono Committee of Concern|.

Ney (co-treasurer), Sue Ravitz, Nancy Tate (ex-officio).




Popcorn & Politics

First Friday Films

projected on the big screen at the

LEPOCO Peace Center
Friday, Feb.1st, 7 pm

Salt of the Earth

Using mostly non-professional
actors, blacklisted director Herbert
J. Biberman recreates a strike by
zinc miners in New Mexico and
thus explores the complex issues of -
labor relations, minority rights,
and the struggle of women to
achieve equality and dignity in
their daily lives. 94 minutes. 1954.

To be preceded by “The Holly-
wood Ten,” a short film about the
filmmakers blacklisted during the
McCarthy era.

Please bring a snack or bever-
age to share.

Friday, March 7th, 7 pm ‘U
No End In Sight i mug
o . 4;} .

With exacting precision this .
jaw-dropping documentary chronicles the reasons
behind Iraq's descent into chaos following the fall of
Baghdad in 2003. Using candid interviews with Wash-
ington insiders the film makes a coolheaded case
against the incompetent blundering Bush administra-
tion. Directed by Charles Ferguson. 102 minutes.
2007. :

Please bring a snack or beverage to share.

Together We Can Defund the War:
A Workshop on the 2008 War Tax Boycott

On Sunday, February 10t, 2-4:30 pm, at the LEPOCO Peace
Center, (313 W. 4th 5t., Bethlehem), you will have the opportunity to learn
about the new campaign led by the National War Tax Coordinating
Committee (NWTRCC). The campaign is an effort to unite taxpayers L . R
" who oppose this war in an act of nonviolent civil disobedience to show 2 ﬁ 8 8 W ﬁ R TAX B gy {: {} TT

Congress how to cut off funds for the war.

LEPOCO Steering Committee

The election for LEPOCQ’s Steering Committee is
held at the Annual Dinner in March. There are four
seats to be filled this year (to serve March 2008-March
2010). At least some of the present members will be
willing to serve again, but at least one new person is
needed for the committee. If you are interested in this
job please call 610-691-8730 or talk to Susie Ravitz.
The Steering Committee meets on the first Monday of
the month and facilitates the monthly Action Meeting
which takes place on the second Monday. They are
also called to help make decisions between meetings,
usually through a phone poll.
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Potluck & Discussion on the

Devastation Caused by Cluster Bombs
Dan Allen, Conventional Weapons Legislative

" Program Assistant for Friends Committee on National

Legislation in Washington, DC, will speak at the
Lehigh Valley Friends Meeting House, (Rt. 512, %2 mile
north or Rt. 22, Bethlehem), on Friday, February 8,
about the lethal effects of Cluster Bombs. These
weapons open in mid-air and disperse smaller sub-
munitions which are designed to kill every living
creature within an area the size of 2-4 football fields.
Cluster Bombs have a deadly record of killing and
maiming civilians both during and after attacks
as many of the sub-munitions do not detonate
immediately and become "de facto" land mines.

There will be a Potluck Dinner at 6:30, (please
bring some food to share), followed by Dan
Allen's presentation and discussion. Coffee and Tea
will be provided. For more information contact Dan
Fallco at 610-797-1864.

- Dan Falco

Ruth Benn, coordinator for NWTRCC since 2003, staffperson for the War Resisters League for 13 years, and a
long-time war tax resister, will lead the workshop presenting information about the War Tax Boycott campaign and
the long history of war tax resistance in our country. Others may join her to talk about their tax resistance experiences.

Please call 610-691-8730 or e-mail lepoco@fast.net to sign up for the workshop. Though not required, advance

registration will help us prepare set-up and materials.

Other groups supporting the 2008 War Tax Boycott include the Nonviolent Direct Action Working Group of
United for Peace and Justice, Voices for Creative Nonviolence, CODEPINK, Veterans for Peace, and the War Resisters
League. More information on the campaign can be found at www.wartaxboycott.org.

Henry David Thoreau said: “If a thousand (people) were not to pay their tax bills this year, that would not be a violent
and bloody measure, as it would be to pay them and enable the state to commit violence and shed innocent blood.

- Nancy Tate ,
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