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Honor King: End Poverty,
Racism & War

The Martin Luther King Holiday this year (Mon-
day, January 19) falls on the eve of the inauguration of
the next president of the United States. Most gatherings
for the King Holiday will in some way celebrate and
acknowledge the historical significance of Barack
Obama’s election and inauguration as president of the
United States.

For nine years the Nuclear Abolition Sisters of
LEPOCO have sponsored public readings of M.L. King’s
April 4, 1967, Riverside Church speech, “Declaration of
Independence from the War in Vietnam,” in January.
This year we are inviting people to attend a candlelight
vigil the evening of
the holiday, Mon-
day, January 19,
5:30-7 pm. The vigil
is being planned in
collaboration with
The Martin Luther
& Coretta Scott
King Memorial Pro-
ject. We want to
take the message,
“Honor M.L. King: End Poverty, Racism and War” to the
community and to the new administration on this im-
portant date.

The vigil will take place at the proposed site of a
monument to honor Martin Luther & Coretta Scott King
in Allentown in the grassy triangle where Martin Luther
King, Jr. Blvd. breaks from Union St. near 4% & Union
Streets. (Parking is available in a lot on the south side of ML
King Blvd., but pedestrian access would be much safer from

the north side of the triangle and parking is available on nu-
merous streets including 4t St. and Union St.)

King, often, as in the Riverside speech, linked the
problems of poverty, racism and war, “I am convinced
that if we are to get on the right side of the world revolu-
tion, we as a nation must undergo a radical revolution of
values. When machines and computers, profit and pro-
perty rights are considered more important than people,
the giant triplets of racism, materialism, and militarism
are incapable of being conquered.”

Please join us on January 19t%h, Bring a candle and a
sign with a Kingian message, if possible, but most im-
portantly bring yourself. Dress warmly and help carry
the King nonviolent message to our new president. Peo-
ple will be gathering across the U.S. with this message.
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There will be many local programs during mid- to
late-January honoring Dr. King’s witness for peace and
justice. We list some of the ones we know about on the
following page.

- Nancy C. Tate

Human Rights Activist to
Speak at LEPOCO Dinner __

Jennifer Harbury is a lawyer, the author of several
books, and an internationally known critic of U.S. for-
eign policy who has said, “The problem, of course, lies
with the realities concealed from us. This has always
been the case. While the American (sic) public has slow-
ly grappled with ongoing injustices visible within our
own borders, it has long failed to discover and correct
our government's abuses abroad. In the end, however,
this is our government, and torture is being utilized in
our names and supported by our tax dollars. We are re-
sponsible.”

On Saturday, March 14" (pre-dinner music at 5 pm and
dinner at 5:30 pm), at the Episcopal Cathedral Church of
the Nativity in Bethlehem, the Lehigh-Pocono Commit-
tee of Concern will hold its Annual Dinner with
Jennifer Harbury as keynote speaker. She will not only
talk of her professional career, but the very personal
ways in which her life has been touched by speaking
truth to power.

After studying civil rights law at Cornell University
and Harvard, Jennifer Harbury traveled throughout Asia
and Africa, witnessing brutal injustice and repression.
Upon her return she began work in a small legal aid
bureau on the Texas-Mexico border. In the early 1980s
thousands of Mayans were escaping to Texas from death
squads and massacres in Guatemala. U.S. immigration
was sending these refugees back. Harbury decided to go
to Guatemala to see for herself what was going on first
hand.

In Guatemala she met Efrain Bamaca Velasquez
(known as Commandante Everardo) a leader of the
Mayan resistance to the Guatemalan oligarchy’s harsh
repression of indigenous people. She and Everardo fell
in love and married. Subsequently he was captured, tor-
tured for two and a half years, and executed without
trial. Harbury conducted hunger strikes in Guatemala
and outside the White House in Washington, D.C., to try
to force officials in both countries to tell her the truth

about what had happened to her husband. The U.S.
(Continued on page 4)



Other King Holiday Events in January

*** See page one for plans for the Honor King Vigil:
End Poverty, Racism & War, on Monday, January 19,
5:30 to 7 pm, in Allentown.

#** Saturday, January 17, 11 am, there will a Honor
King's Legacy: Stop the War(s): Yes We Can Rally &
Parade for Peace, Philadelphia City Hall (west side) (15 &
Market Sts.), Philadelphia. The parade is to Barack
Obama’s People’s Inauguration Train Launch Event.
This is sponsored by the Brandywine Peace Community,
the Coalition for Peace Action and others. Please see
www.ufpj-dvn.org for more infomation.

*** Sunday, January 18, 2-6 pm, there will be a Com-
munity Celebration with Interfaith Worship Service,
Diversity Fair, Youth Activities and a Spaghetti Dinner,
at Congregation Keneseth Israel, 2227 Chew St., Allen-
town. All activities are free and open to the public. (Call
610-435-9074 for more info.) The keynote speaker will be
Rabbi Israel Dressner, a leading participant in the civil
rights movement of the 1960s.

Rabbi Dresner will also be the featured speaker (on
“We Shook Hands Through the Bars”) at a dinner program at
Keneseth Israel on Saturday, January 17, at 6 pm. A re-
servation is needed for this event and admission is $15.

*** Sunday, January 18, at 6 pm, former U.S. Represen-
tative Harold Ford, Jr., will speak on “It's a New Day,” at
Shiloh Baptist Church, 403 Pastor Fred Davis Street,
Easton. This event is co-sponsored by Life Church,
Allentown.

*** The Allentown NAACP will hold their annual King
Holiday program at 11 am, on Monday, January 19, at St.
James AME Zion Church, 4t & Union Sts., Allentown.

*** The Bethlehem NAACP will hold their M.L. King
program, The Dream Comes True, on Monday, January
19, at 1 pm, at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 321
Wyandotte 5t., Bethlehem.

*** On Wednesday, January 21, at 7:30 pm, Professor
Nikki Gigvanni, poet, activist and educator, will speak
in Baker Aud., Zoellner Arts Center, Lehigh University,
Bethlehem.

*** On Tuesday, January 27, Tim Wise will speak on
From Lincoln to King to Obama: A New Birth of
Freedom, Are We Ready? in Prosser Aud., Moravian
College, Bethlehem.

Making Strides Toward Peace:

Christmas Walk, 2008

On December 13, a group of nearly 200 people walked
from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Most of them held signs
saying “Peace” or “Paz.” The entire group had one mis-
sion: to help in a yearly peaceful demonstration, show-
ing that peace is the way. The Peace Pilgrimage occurs
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every year on the second Saturday in December. This
year, we celebrated the 49 Annual Peace Pilgrimage.
The 10-mile walk is broken up by four rest stops at
churches -- the Trinity Lutheran Church, the First Bap-
tist Church, the First Church of the Nazarene, and the
Central Moravian Church. The fifth stop, the Christ
United Church of Christ, includes a dinner program.

Throughout the trip, the pilgrims received horn
honks of appreciation and many smiles. Close to when
darkness fell, at the Church of the Nazarene, the group
lit candles and lanterns. Once they reached the Central
Moravian Church, pamphlets were handed out that in-
cluded Christmas carols. The group sang a few carols
and continued on their way. At the end, after the group
had stomped triumphantly into the Christ United
Church of Christ, the crowd ate a nourishing meal of
chili, soup, and sandwiches.

Afterward, the LEPOCO Peace Singers serenaded
the tired walkers with several songs about peace and
war. Following that Janet Chisholm gave a talk about
her lifetime of activism and the nonviolence training
program she runs at Kirkridge. In the end, this year’s
peace walk was very successful. The entire group had a
good time.

- Angela Root

Videos of the Peace Singers and Janet Chisholm’s talk “Walk-
ing Away from Fear” can be found at LEPOCO’s YouTube site,
www.yontube.com/rhubarbdoom.

Newsletter of LEPOCO

Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern
313 West Fourth Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015
phone: 610-691-8730

fax: 610-691-8904
website: www.lepoco.org

e-mail: Jepoco@fast.net
The LEPOCO Newsletter is published 10 times a year by the
Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern, a nonviolent, non-
profit organization dedicated to peace in all forms.
Annual dues are:

Regular Member .............. $35
Limited Income Member ....... $5
Household Membership ....... $45
Supporting Member........... $75

Articles/news should be submitted to the address above for
consideration for the next issue of the newsletter.

Newsletter Staff: robert Daniels II, Bob Riggs, Tom Stinnett,
Nancy Tate, Jeff Vitelli.

Thanks to all the people who staple, fold and label the
newsletter each month.

LEPOCO Steering Committee: Addison Bross, Peter Christine,
robert Daniels II (ex-officio), Nils Hovik, Julius Iwantsch (co-
treasurer), Mimi Lang, Michelle Mecham, Janet Ney (co-
treasurer), Sue Ravitz, Nancy Tate (ex-officio).




Popcorn & Politics

Friday, February 6t, 2009, 7 pm: Standard Operating Procedure

Popcorn and Politics: A First Friday Film projected on the big screen at the LEPOCO Peace Center.

Director Errol Morris (The Thin Blue Line, The Fog of War) poses the question,
"Is it possible for a photograph to change the world?"
by focusing his lens on the incidents of abuse and torture
of suspected terrorists at the hands of U.S. forces at the Abu Ghraib prison.
116 minutes. 2008.
Please bring a snack or beverage to share.

Friday, March 6, 2009, 7 pm: Mesalla: Activists in Iraq

Popcorn and Politics: A First Friday Film projected on the big screen at the LEPOCO Peace Center.

September Eleventh Families for Peaceful Tomorrows presents this film documenting the

emerging network of peace activists in Iraq known as "LaOnf." LaOnf (an Arabic word that c
roughly translates to "nonviolence") formed in 2006 to join together Iraqi civil society organizations [t ey

for the creation and support of nonviolent strategies to oppose occupation, terrorism and =Ny
corruption in Iraq. Actions organized have included artistic and cultural activities, candlelight
vigils, olive tree plantings, and the Annual Week of Nonviolence.
Directed by Alberto Arce. 50 minutes. 2008.
Please bring a snack or beverage to share.

Calling All Concerned Parents!

LEPOCO’s Youth & Militarism program needs you.
As you may well be aware the “No Child Left Behind”
Act gives military recruiters easy access to personal de-
tails about your high school students. Notifying the
school in writing not to release information is one way
to “combat” the “attack” on your own child, but what of
the other children? Not everyone’s parents are as well
informed as you, not every student has that protection.

LEPOCO attempts to address this in part by ta-
bling at high schools; offering brochures and advice to
students with uncertain ideas about their future. Our
chief goal is modest: Give students enough information
to make fully informed decisions about what they want
to do post high school. Getting into schools to do this is
hard because most principals and administrators be-
lieve that giving a peace group access to their students
is controversial. They don’t want their institution of
education to become a “political forum.” I contend that
inviting the recruiters in the first place makes the
school a political forum and therefore requires they
give equal access from opposing viewpoints.

Now, i can get into the legal reasons why a school
must allow for views alternative to the military’s, but
the conversation quickly turns cold and lawsuits really
burn up a lot of time and resources that might be better
spent elsewhere. It’s a last resort that we need not ap-
ply if principals are aware of the desire by parents to
keep the message of recruiters in check. First and fore-
most, the issue is moral.

I can write a letter to a school under the LEPOCO
banner, but it doesn't carry nearly as much weight as a

letter from you. I'd like you to consider contacting the
school your teenager attends and find out how often
military recruiters visit and if alternative viewpoints are
also invited in. If not, why not? If you're not a parent
but you are still concerned about the issue your voice is
still vital. This is an issue that affects the whole com-
munity. If you’d like to explore other ways to tackle
this issue please send an e-mail to me at lepoco@fast
.net, call the LEPOCO office at 610-691-8730, or attend
the next Youth & Militarism meeting at the LEPOCO
Peace Center.

- robert Daniels II

SUPPORT LEPOCO!

— Enclosed are my yearly LEPOCO duesof $___ .
($35individual; $45 household; $75 supporter; $5 limited
income)

___Tam also enclosing an extra donation of $ .
__ I'would like to support LEPOCO’s work with a
_ monthly/ __quarterly pledge of $ .
___I'm most interested in working on the following issues:

NAME

PHONE # e-mail

ADDRESS

CITY ZIP
Return to: LEPOCO Peace Center, 313 W. 4t: St,, Bethlehem, PA 18015.
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A Persistent Peace

®|)

: When the Jesuit peace activist John Dear spoke at Lafayette College on November 17%, the packed audience got
i a choice sample of the drive and energy that mark Fr. Dear’s commitment to peacemaking. Introduced by Katalin

: Fabian, assistant professor in Lafayette’s Government and Law Department and director of its Peace Studies

i program, Dear was on tour with his new book, A Persistent Peace: One Man's Struggle for a Nonviolent World.

i Like the book, his talk was in large part autobiography, reviewing the journey he began as (he claims) a naive

i Catholic college student who sought an easy “A” in a psychology course by volunteering in a mental hospital, but

i instead discovered a responsibility for “God’s suffering people.” He then felt a wish to see the land where Jesus

i urged people to love their enemies. In 1982 he arrived in the Holy Land - in time for Israel’s invasion of Lebanon

! (named Operation Peace for Galilee). His prayer for a sign from above was providentially followed by the sonic

i boom of Israeli jets bombing people within 15 miles of where he stood. Confirmed, then, in his calling, Dear had :
joined Jesuits in El Salvador on 16 November 1989, when 28 soldiers trained at our School of the Americas murdered : _
! six prominent priests execution-style, along with their servants, placing their excised brains alongside their bodies *
! to indicate the regime’s antipathy to thinking. In 1993 he joined Dan Berrigan and others in a Plowshares action,

: hammering F15E fighter jets and winning a 20-year sentence, of which he served eight months.

: After a term at the Fellowship of Reconciliation in Nyack, NY, Dear resides now in New Mexico, home to

! numerous millionaires, poor Chicanos, and the Los Alamos nuclear facility, which he has mobilized church groups

to shut down.

: Don’t look soon, Dear said, for a great turning-point in the struggle, citing Martin Luther King, Jr., and Dorothy
i Day as servants who persevered without demanding results for their efforts. He deplored the early Church’s

i development of a Just War Theory and current Catholics leaders’ willingness to “take lessons in morality from the

i war-culture.” Yet, Dear scorned finger-pointing as too easy. “We need the workers of Los Alamos on our side -
they alone know how to dismantle the bombs. We must love people, hate violence.”

- Addison Bross

For the complete video of John Dear’s talk, “A Persistent Peace,” please visit www.youtube.com/rhubarbdoom.

..............................................................................................

Human Rights Activist to Speak at
LEPOCO Annual Dinner

(Continued from page 1)

denied any knowledge of the situation, but eventually
an official in the State Department leaked that the U.S.
knew all along what happened to Everardo, and that
men on the payroll of the CIA participated in his torture
and murder. Harbury’s book Searching for Everardo: A
Story of Love, War, and the CIA in Guatemala (1997), is a
classic work of courage and truth telling, uncovering
U.S. complicity with right wing regimes that use torture
and violent, anti-democratic methods to suppress poor
people’s rights.

Harbury’s Truth, Torture, and the American Way
(2005), documents the long time use of torture by the
CIA. The book reveals that the excessive tactics em-
ployed by U.S. interrogators at Abu Ghraib and Guan-
tdnamo is nothing new and goes on to reveal that torture
is counter-productive. “..Our use of violence and
repression can only sow seeds of hatred and trauma,
which in the end will produce only greater violence
against us.” She adds, “We must accept the fact that we
are indeed our brothers’ and sisters’ collective keepers. If
we are indifferent to the basic human needs of others, then
peace will always elude us. Suffering, when too long
ignoted, inevitably leads to conflagration.”

- robert Daniels 11
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Return Coupon
LEPOCO Annual Dinner:

Saturday, March 14, 2009

(Pre-dinner music at 5 pm; Dinner at 5:30 pm)
Enclosed is $

Please reserve tickets for:

Name Phone

___ Mail tickets to:

Address

.................................

Zip
__ Hold tickets at door.

Return to: LEPOCO, 313 W, 4th St,, Bethlehem, PA 18015,
before 5 pm, Tuesday, March 10, 2009.

Annual Dinner Tickets:

$25- Regular Adult;

$50 - Special Supporter;

$10- Limited Income Adult/ Child;

$10 ~ Program-only, regular

$5 - Program-only, limited income

Dinner tickets by advance reservation only.
Program-only tickets available at the door.







