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Hiroshima-Nagasaki
Remembered After 60 Years ___

LEPOCO is commemorating the 60" year since the
dropping of two atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki by the United States with a series of events.

On July 15t at the Bethlehem Bookloft & Caffeine
Café, there was a showing of Hiroshima-Nagasaki:
August 1945 (presenting film footage shot right after
the bombings and kept secret from the U.S. public for
25 years) and the reading of related poetry.

On Thursday, August 4th, at 7 pm, at the Tondaba-
yashi Japanese Serenity Garden, next to the Bethlehem
Public Library (west side) we will hold the second pro-
gram under the theme “60 Years Later: The Terror of
Nuclear War Is Still With Us, Hiroshima-Nagasaki
Remembered.” There will be singing by the LEPOCO
Peace Singers, readings, and the remembering of anti-
nuclear activists in a presente ritual. (In case of rain, the
program will be held in the Tondabayashi Room, on the 2nd
Floor of the Library.)

On Friday, August 5%, the Nuclear Abolition Sis-
ters and friends will visit four local mayors, and thank
them with the presentation of a sunflower and a poem,
for their signing of the Mayors for Peace Statement.
This statement supports negotiations on the elimina-
tion of nuclear weapons and includes the promise to
remain engaged “in this matter until our cities are no
longer under the threat of nuclear devastation.” Thank
you, mayors of Allentown, Bethlehem, Easton, and
Bangor!

The Bush Administration has renewed its efforts
to develop new nuclear weapons. The nuclear “bunker
buster” is designed to be used against deeply buried
targets and underground bunkers. It would have a de-
structive force 70 times greater than the Hiroshima
bomb. The fallout would cause tens of thousands of
deaths. This undermines the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty in which the U.S. agreed “to pur-
sue negotiations in good faith on effective measures
relating to nuclear disarmament.” (Article VI)

At a time when the administration is criticizing
other countries for pursuing nuclear weapon technolo-
gy, the U.S. is upgrading its own weapons arsenal. So
there is work to be done. Urge members of Congress
to eliminate funding for nuclear weapons. Write a
Ietter to the editor explaining the danger of new nucle-
ar weapons. Educate your friends and family.

- Ursula Wuerth
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Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern

Coalition Mobilizes Against
the USA PATRIOT Act

Working urgently against the USA PATRIOT Act
is the Red White & Blue Alliance to Defend Civil Li-
berties, which held an organizing conference in Harris-
burg on 18 June. The conference led off with calls to
action by panelists ranging from conservative Bob Barr
through the center (e.g. City Council members from
York) to the ACLU on the left. At the conference,
Barbara and Steve Diamond and I of the Bill of Rights
Defense Committee of the Lehigh Valley, heard that
this is a crucial time for action. Bush is pressing for a
Patriot Act renewal to sign on 9/11 (!!f) this year. At
stake are Patriot Act provisions that remove the courts’
constitutional power to prevent police from abusing
your privacy, property, freedom of assembly, and
freedom of speech.

A small gap opened in Congress’ deference to the
President when the House passed (238-187), on June 15,
the Freedom to Read proposal denying funding for the
FBI to gather, under section 215 of the Act, library and
bookstore records. Congressman Dent voted against
Freedom to Read. He then joined the majority when
the House passed their version of the Patriot Act in
July, unfortunately retreating from even the limited
protections of Freedom to Read.

(continued on page 6)

Nonviolent Direct Action &Civil Discbedience

End the War On Iraq!
September 24-26

Three Days of Action in Washington, DC
Sat., Sept. 24, March on Washington
(Contact LEPOCO re: bus transportation from the
Lehigh Valley for the day.)

Sun., Sept. 25, Interfaith Service
& Activist Trainings
Mon., Sept. 26, Lobby Day &

(Contact LEPOCO if you would like to be part of a
local affinity group for the civil disobedience.)
Organized nationally by United for Peace & Justice
because we need to hold this Administration and
Congress accountable for the deaths, the lies and the
spiraling human and financial costs of this war.




ASG Has Active Spring
& Summer |

The Americas Solidarity Group (ASG) has had a
busy Spring and Summer. We have made numerous
entreaties to Representative Dent regarding Plan
Colombia, asking for support for human rights, specif-
ically for the Peace Community of San José de
Apartadd. Unfortunately, in late June he voted to
maintain U.S. military aid levels to Colombia and be-
lieves that the billions spent on Plan Colombia are
worthwhile in the fight against drugs. The State De-
partment is still holding $90 million in military aid to
Colombia because of human rights concerns, especial-
ly following the massacre of members of the Peace
Community of San José de Apartadé. Rep. Dent has
only recently forwarded our support for this seques-
tration of funds to the State Dept., and he signed onto
a letter to the President of Colombia expressing con-
cern about the numerous human rights violations

there.
The Peace Community is very much under siege

after the February massacre. They have been displaced
from their town of San José, and face daily threats
from police and the military. There has also been con-
flict between the FARC guerilla army and the Colom-
bian military since the displacement in April.

The CAFTA (Central America Free Trade Agree-
ment) was ratified 54-45 in the Senate, and by 217-215
in the House. Many local people worked hard to get
the House to oppose this regressive treaty. Senator
Specter voted against the treaty, but Senator Santorum,
and Representatives Dent and Fitzpatrick supported it.

The ASG continues to monitor the situation in
Haiti, a tragically broken country, wracked with pover-
ty and violence after the coup which deposed Presi-
dent Aristide. The Latin America Solidarity Coalition,
with which the ASG affiliated this month, is planning
a Tribunal on Haiti on September 23, at American Uni-
versity, in Washington, DC.

Father Jean-Juste was arrested in Haiti on July 21,
and remains in prison. His arrest is part of the wave of
repression and violence leaving dozens dead in Haiti’s
slums. Fr. Jean-Juste is an internationally recognized
peaceworker. Contacts to the U.S. State Dept. (and
others) on his behalf, are urgently needed. For more
specifics see www.haitiaction.net or www.soaw.org.

July 8-12, I participated in the Cuba Caravan,
sponsored by Pastors for Peace, on its way to the
Mexican border. It is a vibrant and committed group
in 14 caravan routes that visited each of 48 states before
delivering over 100 tons of aid to Cuba in defiance of
the US Blockade. The ASG recently began plans to
give more solidarity support to the caravan in 2006.

The School of Americas Watch is encouraging
people to sign up now to cross the line this November
at Ft. Benning, with the idea that a mass civil disobe-

dience action will overwhelm the system. The rally at
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Fort Benning will be November 18-20. We hope to
have a good delegation from the Lehigh Valley. If you
plan to go to Ft. Benning or want more information,
pleace contact LEPOCO or attend the next meeting of
the ASG on Wednesday, August 24, at noon. The ASG
has started a petition drive seeking Rep. Dent’s sup-
port for HR-1217, a bill to investigate and determine
the fate of the SOA.

- Joe DeRaymond

..The social fabric in Mexico is rapidly unraveling due to
poverty and migration. People abandon their lands, their
families, and their lives to migrate in search of jobs to support
their loved ones and survive. Many never return or die trying
to cross the border. When migrants return they incorporate
new styles, languages, customs, and habits that fracture not
only families but also cultures. They no longer eat corn from
their fields but rather hamburgers from McDonald’s. They no
longer plant crops but instead buy food from chains like Sam’s
Club or Wal-Mart. The youth no longer participate in the
work in the fields. Towns here are left vacant, fields and crops
left to rot. Our traditional lifestyles are disappearing. More
and more children grow up in a broken family, without
fathers. Where are the family values here?

..Before NAFTA, Mexicans produced 92% of the corn that
we consumed. Today it is less than 50%...

- Gustavo Castro Soto of CIEPAC (The Center for Economic
and Political Research for Community Action), based in Chiapas,
Mexico. This quote is from an article, “Down...But Not Out” that
appeared in the Witness for Peace Newsletter, Spring 2005. .
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nd Countex-
iitment Effort

It’s time for an all-out push to get counter-
recruitment information into our schools.

A recent graduate of Northampton Area High
School was pursued by Pennsylvania’s Army National
Guard, which even issued a warrant for her arrest. She
claims the recruiter lied to her (no surprise), promising
that she would be sent to nursing school and not to
Iraq and that the recruiter did not explain the enlist-
ment document to the parents or personally witness
their signatures as required by regulations. The
National Guard denies all her charges. [Note: the PA
National Guard recently announced that the young
woman will receive an Entry Level Separation.]

This case is just one example out of hundreds of
cases of recruiter misconduct each year — most of
which are never reported; the Army alone has over 400
cases of ‘substantiated’ recruiter misconduct this year,
including everything from lies and deception (normal)
to falsifying records and helping potential recruits
cheat (becoming more common) to sexual assault and
rape of high-school students (10-20 cases a year).

As the pressure to provide more recruits increases,
it is becoming more important than ever to provide
comprehensive counter-recruitment information in
high schools throughout the Valley. Unfortunately for
the young woman whose troubles are described above,
Northampton is one of the high schools that refused to
allow LEPOCO to provide counter-recruitment services
there this year. While there is no guarantee that this
would have prevented this case, at least she and other
students would have access to information about re-
cruiters’ deceptions and alternatives to military service.

In an effort to increase our access to schools, Jill
Robbins and I met on July 5 with the education prac-
tice group of a local law firm that represents many
Lehigh Valley school districts. We were joined by
staff attorney Mary Catherine Roper and legal intern
Tammy Muccio from the ACLU of PA. The meeting
resulted in a tentative understanding that could lead to
access to several more school districts.

As we gain access to more schools, we need more
help so we can provide the information young men
and women need to make informed decisions about
joining the military. If you can help — even one day a
month (weekdays, typically from 10:30 am to 1 pm) —
please contact the LEPOCO office. (See notice on this
page.)

LEPOCO will offer a special counter-recruitment
training workshop on September 10, including nonvio-
lence training and short workshops on recruiting prac-
tices, facts about military service and promised bene-
fits, alternatives to military service, and related c-r
topics. Please contact the Peace Center if you want to
participate, as space is limited.

The current issues of PeaceWork <www.afsc.org/

prrotk an v, obijector.org/ecco/
olbjectornimi> 7 r of interesting articles
about counter-recruitment topics.

- Peter Crownfield

Can you spare a few
_ hours a month to
B protect our youth?

7
each young adults about nonviolent

altematives to the military.

Join LEPOCO's
Gounter-Recruitment team

set up information tables at area High Schools

Ask us how 610-681-8730

Help Students “Opt Out”__

Support a L.V. Peace Coalition Ad in the

Morning Call

In the first weeks of the school year, high schools
are required to forward information on all secondary
school students to United States military recruiters
upon request. However, each student may “opt out” of
this process. In order to get out the word that students
and parents do have a choice about participating in the
high pressure and deceitful recruitment process, the
Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition is going to run an adver-
tisement in the early days of the school year in a local
newspaper. We hope to have a big enough ad to
publish a form that students and parents can fill out
and return to their schools, to avoid being contacted by
military recruiters.

Counter recruitment is a crucial part of our anti-
war efforts. The military needs a constant flow of
youth to indoctrinate and deploy in places like Iraq
and Afghanistan in order to continue the war. Many
people are not aware of the truth about the military,
the empty promises it makes, and the reality of mili-
tary life. Informing the public about the opt out pro-
cess is one way to both make a statement about the
war, and help prevent young people from making bad
choices about their future at a vulnerable time of life.
This ad will only appear once this year, and will help
get out the word to students and parents at the 25 high
schools in our area. Please send your donation to
LEPOCO, with a note that it is for the counter-
recruitment ad.

- Joe DeRaymond
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Gandhian Legacy Tour:
Part Two

India. New Year’s Day: The tsunami, ever in the
forefront of our thoughts on this journey, has forced
our group to take an unscheduled flight from Mumbai
(Bombay) to Pune. The grandson of the “Mahatma,”
Arun Gandhi, is seated behind me decked out in a
colorful, but tasteful Hawaiian shirt. His attire isn’t
exactly what i'd have expected from this soft-spoken
torchbearer for nonviolence, but already on this trip
i've learned how easily expectations can be obliterated
(see Part One).

My 6’8" frame is crammed into an economy seat on
the tiny plane. Fingering the lever i contemplate a
swift recline and wonder what our tour leader’s non-
violent response would be to a sudden seat invasion of
his knees. I decided this would not be a good way to
start my 2005, not a good moment for my pilgrimage-
to-peace highlight reel. I decide to suffer in silence,
keeping in mind what Martin Luther King, Jr. said
about “unearned suffering” (it's “redemptive”).

After the flight i unfolded and boarded a bus to
Sangli. Fortunately legroom was substantial, for the
ride was nearly ten hours long. I was blessed through-
out the trip to have the notorious Jesuit priest John
Dear as my roommate. This bus ride was our first op-
portunity to have a real conversation and i reveled in

- his tales-of bold;-public-nenvielent-witness;-civil dis--

obedience (one particular act being a “plowshares”
action with Philip Berrigan), and advice on how to go
deeper into the philosophy and lifestyle myself. Our
conversations turned out to be among the true high-
lights of the trip for me. I am forever grateful for the
time i had in John’s company.

The sun had long disappeared from the sky by the
time we finally arrived at our first stop, a humble
“slum school” in Kolhapur where we were swarmed
by hundreds of villagers and children who’d been
waiting hours for our arrival. Their enthusiasm had
not waned during the wait. T immediately felt at home
and was overwhelmed by the hospitality and love, yes
love, which emanated from a people without artifice.
In English, well-rehearsed “Happy New Year” and
handshakes came my way by the dozens.

A local newspaper reporter pulls me aside and asks
for my impressions and i have only one word for him:
“Beautiful.” Iknew not what i was seeing. It was later
explained that the school as well as the organic farm,
weaver’s cooperative, “eye hospital,” and home build-
ing unit we visited over the course of the next couple
of days were all part of an organization called the
Verala Development Society. This group brought
together in 1969 has been carrying on the Gandhian
legacy, putting the idea of the “constructive program”
into action. Our tour throughout India had us visit
many such groups including W.I.T. (Women’s India
Trust), Marketplace of India, Navdanya Farm (where
4 LEPOCO Newsletter / July-August 2005

we met Vandana Shiva, the “seed activist” seen in the
documentary, “The Corporation”), and the Environ-
mental Sanitation Institute (which included a brief
audience with the President of India, Abdul Kalam,
who kind of looked like the fifth Beatle, but never
mind ...).

We visited a village sponsored by S.EW.A., (Self-
Employed Women’s Association) and were greeted
with great songs and fine food. We were told how last
year’s tour group witnessed the troubles the village
had with a dried-up well. That group was moved, and
proceeded to raise funds so that the well could be dug
deeper. After a few tugs at the pump handle i was
awe-inspired to see water flowing fast and forceful, the
direct effect of concern put into action. Here i was
beginning to feel less likke the tourist of days before
and more like a member of a vast large community of
care, responsibility, and trust.

When asked, Arun said that he wanted the tours to
be for more than just sightseeing. His hope is that re-
lationships will develop across oceans and beyond
borders. We all have a role in carrying on the legacy of
his grandfather; we all have a part to play. When we
recognize that we truly are all brothers and sisters, it
logically follows that one cannot allow others to wal-
low in poverty. If we are to live in King's fabled
“World House” those with privilege must help those
without. It is essential. If one is not able to directly
alleviate the suffering of the poor, one can support the

- - grassreots organizations-that de.-- - .

It was with that in mind that our tour group dec1ded
to take on the responsibility of raising funds to sup-
port the programs we'd experienced. We pledged in
the military town of Dehradun to be the bearers of this
hard knowledge and speak for the voiceless; indeed, to
“be the change we wish to see in the world”.

A few of us could and would go a step further. A
vibrant, young participant named Ellie had an extend-
ed visa and would return to Ahmedabad to volunteer
at the Sabarmati Ashram’s “Manav Sadha” program
which schools and feeds over 4000 children in the sur-
rounding slums. The Sabarmati Ashram, also known
as “Satyagraha Ashram” was where Mohandas K.
Gandhi launched the 240 mile “salt march” in 1930. I
felt honored to be able to walk a part of that earth and
see sights similar to those that inspired him.

Arun’s son, Tushar Gandhi, met with us and spoke
on the current politics of India. As an organizer of the
75t anniversary reenactment of the “salt march” he
encouraged us to return and participate. Some from
our group would.

Continuing our pilgrimage to the historic sites
related to Gandhi’s life, we visited “Mani Bhavan,”
Gandhi’s Mumbai residence from 1917-1934. It was
noted that when Martin Luther King, Jr. visited the
location in 1959 he requested time alone in the room
where Gandhi wrote and worked the spinning wheel.
The famous civil rights leader would end up spending

(continued on page 6)






