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Scott Ritter & Ray McGovern To Speak Here!

On Friday, July 21, at 7 pm, Scott Ritter and Ray
McGovern will be speaking at the Unitarian Universa-
list Church of the Lehigh Valley, 424 Center St., Bethle-
hem. The title of their address will be, “The War in
Iraq: How We Got In; How We Get Out; How We Stay
Out of Iran."

Scott Ritter was the U.N.'s top weapons inspector
in Iraq between 1991 and 1998. Before working for the
UN he served as an officer in the US Marines and as a
ballistic missiles adviser to General Schwarzkopf in the
first Gulf War.

As the UN weapons inspection got underway after
the 1991 Gulf War, Ritter believed his mission was to
conclusively disarm Iraq, thus enabling the UN to lift
its crippling sanctions. But Ritter came to realize that
Washington was only ever interested in using inspec-
tions as a means to spy on Saddam's government and to
effect "regime change," not disarmament.

When he and his team eventually learned there
were no WMDs, they found that Washington did not
want the information revealed, because it would derail
the regime change agenda.

Ritter continues to speak out passionately. In his
introduction to Ritter's 2005 book, Irag Confidential, -
Seymour Hersh wrote, "Somehow, Scott never per-
ceived, or wanted to perceive, that magic formula for
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bureaucratic success in Washington -- never be the
bearer of unpleasant facts. He is a Thomas a Becket in
a world full of Bush administration yes-men."

Ray McGovern served as a CIA analyst for 27
years. From 1981 to 1985 he conducted daily briefings
for Ronald Reagan's vice president, George Bush, the
elder. Ray is on the steering group of Veteran Intelli-
gence Professionals for Sanity, and is co-director of the
Servant Leadership School, an cutreach ministry in the
inner city of Washington. He is featured in Robert
Greenwald's Uncovered and John Pilger's Breaking the
Silence.

On May 4t Ray McGovern received national at-
tention when he brilliantly used an unexpected oppor-
tunity at an Atlanta meeting of the Southern Center for
International Studies to grill Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld about the war in Iraq.

The program at the church is made possible by the
coordinated efforts of Jeff Norman of US Tour of Duty,
Jeanne Doyle of Democracy For America, the Lehigh
Valley Peace Coalition and the Unitarian Church. To
support this program and others undertaken by U.S.
Tour of Duty there will be a $10 donation requested at
the door (no one turned away).

- Mike Lawton

Peace Campers Still Needed

Editor’s Note: In advance of this year’s Peace Camp we
reprint the following article written by Melissa Ritter for
Peace Camp 1997. It captures much of the spirit of the Peace
Camp experience.

“The Earth is our Mother, we must take care of her.
The Earth is our Mother, we must take care of her.” The
gymnasium is permeated by the sound of dozens of
young voices enthusiastically singing. Around the
room are murals of children from around the world -
black, white and all nationalities represented by traced
figures.

These were my first few moments of Peace Camp
when I arrived two years ago as a teen helper. From the
very first day I was hooked - and so were the young
people! After a few more songs and an explanation of
the days activities, we broke into groups of about 12,
our classes for the week.

Before we even reached our classroom with it pint-
sized tables and chairs, the children were becoming fast

friends. Ifound myself amazed by their quick adapta-
tion to so new a situation. I realized then how easily
we could expound upon their already strong founda-
tion of being able to not only tolerate, but embrace the
differences among themselves.

We spent the morning playing games, making
puppets, and singing songs. Instead of lecturing about
the virtues of peace, these values were inferred in activ-
ities and discussion which furthered our values.

The children enjoyed healthy snacks following an
outdoor scavenger hunt. Time flew by, but before end-
ing at noon, we reconvened with our fellow Peace
Campers for a second sing-along. Ifound myself get-
ting into the hand motions as much as the six-year-old
in my lap! The day ended all too soon and I found my-
self excited to do it all again tomorrow.

It you need a registration form for Peace Camp this July
24-28, please call LEPOCO at 610-691-8730. The camp is for
children who have completed kindergarten through 6th grade,

ages 6-12. If you would like to volunteer to help at peace
camp please call the same phone number.






