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The Annual Dinner is Coming]!

Camaraderie: Noun, French, from camarade, comrade. A spirit of
friendly good-fellowship.

On the first Saturday in March, the 6t in the always-welcoming and
graciously appointed Sayre Hall of Cathedral Church of the Nativity in
south Bethlehem, LEPOCO will hold our Annual Dinner.

Each year, we come together to plan, cook, mingle, catch-up, listen,
sing, and support peace, dialogue, uppityness - the passionate work and
witness for justice in our world. (The justice part preferably to come while
we're still around.)

Have you heard some of the new rowdy and quite topical songs the
Peace Chorus is doing? They have new members and lots of energy,
which will be on display for us that evening.

It goes without saying that the dinner will be delish -- a panoply of
grains and fruits, veggies, and other tasty ingredients, in recipes from
around the globe, made by seasoned and new volunteer cooks. (I've been
part of the cooking crew many times, and recommend it as a good time.)

I know, the wars drag on, the planet is getting warmer, our kids and
grandkids deserve a better future, and our political activism sometimes
seems futile. Now corporations get more say than they already have — it's
enough to put a person under the covers. Instead, come to the Annual
Dinner -- meet and mingle during the social half-hour at 5 pm, have some
delicious starters, get your spirits lighter and get ready to enjoy the
program.

We have had some great dinner guest speakers over the years,
haven’t we? Remember Howard Zinn? His spirit is going to be with us
that night, perhaps inspiring us to find some hope and energy in hard Rev. Billy and members of the Church of Life
times. Noam Chomsky? Phyllis Bennis? Father Roy Bourgeois? Who do  After Shopping Choir carry their message to
you remember? Who would you like to hear for a future dinner? England with their usual flair.

This year we get to experience something a bit different in our speaker -- a performance artist and sly change
provocateur, The Reverend Billy, who leads “The Church of Life After Shopping.” (See robert Daniels’ article in the
last newsletter.) I hear the phones are ringing at the office for tickets to experience the Rev. There are many ways to
open the door to changing consciousness, and Rev. Billy’s is unique. The young and young in mind will be open to his
art and message.

If you can, bring someone new to LEPOCO with you to the dinner, because LEPOCO and the circle of local
activism need to grow. And don’t forget to order your dinner and arts raffle tickets soon. See you there...

- Kathy Hoffman

LEPOCO Annual Dinner: Saturday, March 6, 2010

Annual Dinner Tickets: Episcopal Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 321Wyandotte St.., south Bethlehem

$25- Regular Adult;

$50 ~ Special Supporter; Enclosed is $ . Please reserve tickets for:
$10- Limited Income Adult/ Child;

$10 - Program-only, regular;

$5 - Program-only, limited income i Name Phone
. . . ___ Mail tickets to:
Dinner tickets by advance reservation only.
Program-only tickets available at the door.
: Address Zip
Pre-dinner music at 5 pm; : ___Hold tickets at door.

Dinner at 5:30 pm.

Return to: LEPOCO, 313 W. 4t St., Bethlehem, PA 18015, before 5 pm, Tuesday, March 2, 2010. :




Why Is the U.S. Supporting a Coup

Government?

On January 31, Sylvia Metzler of Philadelphia,
came to the Lehigh Valley Friends Meetinghouse to
speak about her trip to Honduras. Her talk was organ-
ized by LEPOCO’s Americas Solidarity Group. Togeth-
er with a group of 20 people organized by the Quixote
Center, Sylvia took part in a delegation to Honduras
from Nov. 25 - Dec. 2, 2009, around the time of the
“election” in that country. However, they were not there
as election observers because they did not believe the
election to be legitimate -- that view was shared by the
OAS (Organization of American States), the Carter
Center, and the UN. But, they were there as witnesses to
the human rights violations and anti-democratic mea-
sures being committed by the coup regime. The regime
took power after the elected President Manuel Zelaya
was removed in a military coup d’etat on June 28, 2009.

Sylvia Metzler expressed her feeling that visiting
Honduras in late 2009 felt very much like being in Hon-
duras in the 1980s because of the militarization of the
country, and the reports of human rights abuses. The
reports of abuses heard by the delegation included di-
rect threats of violence, assassinations, disproportionate
violence, economic threats and bribery, detentions, dis-
appearances, raids on private property, rapes, the pres-
ence of the military and the police in polling stations,
and threats against the press and censorship.

On “Election Day” the delegation travelled around
the country speaking to many people -- political acti-
vists and Honduran citizens from all walks of life. Most
people they spoke with were against the coup and had
decided not to vote even though the local news channels
and newspapers urged them to do so. Fear tactics were
being used to scare people into voting or to urge them
not to join the activist movements against the coup. Peo-
ple had been told there would be violent retaliations
against them by police and military forces if they did
not vote. Employers were using fear tactics as well, say-
ing to their employees that if they came back to work
without the black ink mark on their finger (the mark
showing that they had voted), they would be fired. The
media was broadcasting reports that the polling stations
were full of people and that the polls had to remain
open for an extra hour. Businesses gave people dis-
counts if they came in with the inked voting finger.

Sylvia reported that many in Honduras believe the
United States government had something to do with the
coup. Though no one has proof, Sylvia came to share
this belief after hearing the analysis of the Hondurans.

One striking point she made was that after the
“election” the resistance movement in Honduras
pledged to continue their nonviolent struggle to bring
democracy back to their country.

President Zelaya has left Honduras and Porfilio
Lobo was installed as president on January 27, Ac-
cording to a recent update from the Quixote Center
seven resistance members were killed in January and
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there were 12 other targeted incidents including beat-
ings, detentions and disappearance. This information
was documented by the Committee of the Families of
the Detained and Disappeared. People continue to flee
the country to protect their lives. And on February 3+,
Vanessa Zepeda, a 29- year-old nurse, an active member
of the resistance movement and a union organizer was
murdered - her body dumped in a neighborhood with
strong links to the resistance. She was the mother of
three children, the youngest only four months old.

While the U.S. government is backing the highly
contested elections in Honduras and pushing for inter-
national recognition of the Lobo government, we need to
call on our elected representatives to end U.S. funding of
state terror in Honduras. We need to tell them of our
alarm at the growing human rights crisis there. You are
invited to attend the meetings of the Americas Solidarity
Group (ASG) as we consider how to respond to the crisis
in Honduras and to other issues in the Americas. Please
contact LEPOCO for the next meeting date.

Join the ASG for a trip to Washington, DC, April
17-19, to participate in meetings, training, and lobbying,
organized by SOA Watch on crucial Latin America is-
sues like the current repression in Honduras. Contact
LEPOCO is you would like to join this trip.

- Yisol Yanez & Nancy Tate

Newsletter of LEPOCQO
Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern
313 West Fourth Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015
phone: 610-691-8730

fax: 610-691-8904
website: www.lepoco.org

e-mail: lepoco@fast.net

The LEPOCO Newsletter is published 8 times a year by the
Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern, a nonviolent, non-
profit organization dedicated to peace in all forms.

Annual dues are:

Regular Member .............. $35
Limited Income Member ....... $5
Household Membership ....... $45
Supporting Member........... $75

Articles/news should be submitted to the address above for
consideration for the next issue of the newsletter.

Newsletter Staff: robert Daniels II, Bob Riggs,
Tom Stinnett, Nancy Tate, Jeff Vitelli.

Thanks to all the people who staple, fold and label the
newsletter each month.

LEPOCO Steering Comimittee: Addison Bross, Peter
Christine, robert Daniels II (ex-officio), Julius Iwantsch (co-
treasurer), Ruth Karpinski, Mimi Lang, Michelle Mecham,
Janet Ney, Susie Ravitz, Tom Stinnett (co-treasurer), Nancy
Tate (ex-officio).




Popcorn/Potluck & Politics

Friday, February 26t, 7 pm:
Split Estate with Catherine Frankenberg

Potluck & Politics at the LEPOCO Peace Center.

Catherine Frankenberg is Program Organizer for the local Clean Water Action office. She will lead
a discussion following the screening of Split Estate. The film is an eye-opening examination of the

consequences and conflicts that can arise between surface land owners, and those who extract the
energy and minerals below. This documentary is of value to anyone wrestling with the
implications of natural gas drilling that is apparently entering a boom phase in Pennsylvania. The
film is 76 minutes and was released in 2009,
Please bring some food to share for the potluck dinner at 7 pm.
The film and discussion should begin around 7:30 pm.

Friday, April 2rd, 7 pm: An Act of Conscience

A Popcorn & Politics Film projected on the big screen at the LEPOCO Peace Center.

How far are you willing to go to stand up for your deepest beliefs? For Randy Kehler and Betsy
Corner of Colrain, Massachusetts, their life-long commitment to pacifism led them to risk losing
their home. For fourteen years, they publicly refused to pay federal taxes as a protest against war

and military spending. As a consequence, their home was seized by U.S. marshals and IRS
agents. Narrated by actor Martin Sheen, this feature-length documentary chronicles the couple’s
five-year struggle to nonviolently resist the seizure of their home, in which they are joined by
hundreds of supporters from across the country, including Father Daniel Berrigan and Pete
Seeger. Directed by Robbie Leppzer. 90 minutes. 1997.
Please bring a snack or beverage to share.
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The Milestones of Our Wars__

Today as we are finishing this newsletter we are
also preparing for the peace vigil that will give public
witness to the 1000th U.S. soldier having died in the war
in Afghanistan and to our opposition to that war. The
Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition (LEPOCO, Veterans for
Peace, Catholics for Peace, L.V. Friends Meeting, Flaming.
Fundamentalists for Peace, L.V. Greens) has joined with
others across the country to mark this sad day.

The significance of the 1000t death is heightened
by the fact that the number of U.S. soldiers killed in
Afghanistan in 2009 was twice as high as that figure for
any previous year of the war. And, the civilian deaths
continue to mount - one example being the 27 people,
including women and children, killed in a NATO
bombing strike February 21.

In March we meet another milestone in our wars ~
the seventh anniversary of the March 19, 2003, U.S. in-
vasion of Iraq. While the form of the occupation there
has changed, it continues. And, the impact of that war
and occupation will be felt in Iraq and the U.S. for dec-
ades. There are multiple opportunities this year for
being part of the peace making in mid-March.

1) Lehigh Valley Veterans For Peace ~-Thomas

Paine Chapter, will have a contingent in Allentown’s St.

Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday, March 21. Call Louise
Legun at 484-248-6113 for the details. Veterans and the
supporters of veterans are all welcome.

2) The monthly “Shut Down the Army Experience
Center” (AEC) vigil at Franklin Mills Mall, northeast
Philadelphia, will have a special focus on the anniver-

sary of the war on Saturday, March 20. The vigil runs
from 11:30 am to 1 pm, each third Saturday. Vigilers
gather at the corner of Woodhaven & Knights Rds., and
proceed to the AEC inside the Mall. A local contingent
is planned. Call LEPOCO for info. on car pools.

3) ANSWER, a national anti-war group, is calling
for a demonstration against the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan in Washington, DC, on Saturday, March 20.
There are at least a dozen people interested in attending
- a few more and we could afford to engage a bus. In
any case we will organize car pools, so call LEPOCO if
you are interested.

4) A group of national religious peace organiza-
tions is convening a Truth Commission on Conscience
in War. The Commission will begin its work with a
public hearing at Riverside Church, NYC, on Sunday,
March 21, 4-8 pm. The Commission hopes to engage
faith communities and the public in conversations
about freedom of conscience for members of the U.S.
Armed Forces. On March 21 testimony will be taken
from veterans of current and previous wars, and brief-
ings will be given by expert witnesses from the fields of
law, ethics, psychology and journalism. For more infor-
mation see www.conscienceinwar.org.

5) Write to the editor and to Congress with a mes-
sage like this one from AFSC: “If President Obama
hadn’t decided to add more to the incredible economic
costs of the war in Iraq and Afghanistan, there wouldn’t
be a need to freeze essential domestic programs at a
time when millions of Americans are still suffering
from the Great Recession.”

- Nancy Tate
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7/ he Struggle Shared

To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly romantic, it is based on the
fact that human history is a history not only of cruelty, but also of compassion,
sacrifice, courage, kindness. What we choose to emphasize in this complex
history will determine our lives. If we see only the worst, it destroys our
capacity to do something. If we remember those times and places— and there are
so many ~where people have behaved magnificently, this gives us the energy to
act, and at least the possibility of sending this spinning top of a world in a
different direction. And if we do act, in however small a way, we don’t have to
wait for some grand utopian future. The future is an infinite succession of
presents, and to live now as we think human beings should live, in defiance of
all that is bad around us, is a magnificent victory.

- Howard Zinn,

the closing paragraph to his autobiography, You Can’t Be Neutral On a Moving Train

ARE YOU ADDICTED TO
CARBON? - LEPOCO member and
climate activist Greta Browne is
launching a new initiative and invites
us to sign up for a ten-step Carbon
Addiction Program (CAP). The pledge
is to 1) acknowledge our part in a
carbon addicted culture, 2) under-
stand the threat to the planet of car-
bon emissions, 3) realize the urgency
of taking action to stop the threat, 4)
participate in public efforts to curb
our addiction, 5) increase our own
understanding of the problem, 6)
complete a Carbon Footprint Test (go
to www. carbonfootprint.com for one
simple test among the many available),
7) select and engage in actions to de-
crease your carbon footprint, 8) let
others know what you are doing and
why, 9) keep CAP informed of your
progress, and 10) encourage others to
reduce their carbon emissions.

While clearly CAP is a spin-off of
12-step recovery models like AA and
NA, it is very different in one respect:
CAP is the flip-side of Anonymous.
Because Carbon Addiction is so uni-
versal, so little understood, and so
harmful left unchecked, it is neces-
sary for acknowledged addicts to be
quite public in order to increase
awareness, dig out the cultural roots
of our addiction, induce others to join
us, and stand in solidarity with each
other.

Presently, there are 13 people who
have signed the pledge, and begun
working the program. The initiative
is in a trial stage and the website is
incomplete, but you can check the
progress of the program, see what
individuals have done, and contri-
bute to the dialogue by going to
www.10stepcap.blogspot.com. There
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are links to many fine resources and
lists of suggested actions, and there is
a good forum for asking questions
and seeking answers. Greta plans to
have a public sign-up for CAP on
Earth Day 2010 (April 22). She wants
to have 100 active participants before
she goes public.

HOWARD ZINN,PRESENTE - On
January 27, Howard Zinn, the peo-
ple’s historian, died in Santa Monica,
CA, at the age of 87. After a year of
grueling travel and speaking engage-
ments, he was resting -- swimming
laps in a pool -- and succumbed to a
heart attack.

Best known for A People’s Histo-
ry of the United States, which most
recently was the basis for a History
Channel special “The People Speak.”
Matthew Rothschild, Zinn's editor at
The Progressive magazine, said the
famous history book should be a
standard resource in all classrooms in
the U.S. His friend and colleague,
Noam Chomsky, reflected that Zinn
had “a reverence for, and detailed
study of what he called ‘the countless
small actions of unknown people that
lead to those great moments that enter
the historical record.”

Howard Zinn grew up in Brook-
lyn during the Depression. He was a
bomber pilot during World War II, an
experience which set his passionate
opposition to war and militarism, and
his commitment to nonviolent direct
action. In 1944 he married his wife
Roslyn, who was also an activist, and
was his principal editor. Howard
would say, “I never showed my work
to anyone except her.”

He was teaching at Spelman Col-
lege, an all-black women’s school in

the south, during the Woolworth
Lunch Counter sit-ins fifty years ago
last month. He was fired from Spel-
man when he supported the group of
students who joined the rebellion
sparked by the direct action campaign
in Greensboro. Among his students
was a young Alice Walker who said
recently, “He was thrown out because
he loved us, and showed that love by
just being with us. He loved his stu-
dents, and didn’t see why we should
be second class citizens.”

More recently he was an inspira-
tion to and supported one of the
founding members of September 11t
Families for Peaceful Tomorrows.
James Carroll wrote, “He so believed
in America that he believed it could
transcend itself. He lifted up alter-
native futures, and insisted they were
possible. Indeed Zinn's life was a
testament to possibility, and all who
rervere his memory know this from
their own experience.”

In 1990 Howard Zinn generously
spoke for LEPOCO’s Annual Dinner
drawing a large crowd. I can also re-
call standing on a picket line in front
of the Democratic National Conven-
tion Center in Chicago, 1968, with
Howard Zinn and perhaps a dozen
others protesting the police riots in
Grant Park during the convention.

There are remembrances of
Howard Zinn too numerous to men-
tion, many of them available at
www.commondreams.org.

In a fitting tribute to Zinn the
Selkie Theatre will present a concert
reading of Howard Zinn's, “Voices of
a People’s History of the United
States,” on Saturday, March 13, at 8
pm, at the Unitarian Universalist
Church of the Lehigh Valley, 424 Cen-
ter St., Bethlehem. Tickets are $15
($12 for seniors and students). For re-
servations and more information call
610-351-3526. Selkie Theatre is led by
George Miller and Kate Scuffle, both
well-respected and well-seasoned
theatre producers, recently returned
from several years in Ireland. Bob

~ Weick, who has been presenting

Zinn's play, “Marx in Soho,” all
across the U.S. will be among the cast
on March 13. Though planned before
Howard’s death, this production gives
us a timely opportunity to honor his
life and witness one of his important
works.

- Jeff Vitelli







