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Witnessing for Peace on March 19th

On March 19 the Lehigh Valley Peace Coalition organized vigils and a rally to mark the two years since the war
started in Iraq. “War Hurts Us All” was the theme.

In Allentown, at Muhlenburg College, students and community members witnessed together totaling 10 people;
at the National Guard Armory the 26 vigilers included one man who sang and played his guitar; 13 people vigiled at
Cedar Crest & Tilghman and five got lots of support on South 4t St.

In Bethlehem there were seven vigils. Ten students from Lehigh University’s PSA gave leaflets to the lunchtime
crowd. Moravian students carried a coffin representing those lost in war to the Elizabeth Ave. recruiting center to be
joined by community members -- their numbers totaled 18. Pax Christi members and others totaled 17 at 8% Ave. &
Broad St.; 15 stood with “War Hurts Children, Soldiers and the Economy” signs at Third & Wyandotte; 21 vigiled at
Main & Broad, 15 stood in front of the Unitarian Church on Center St., and 20 got lots of truck and car responses at the
Quaker Meetinghouse on Rt. 512, See the photo of folks in Easton’s Centre Square on page 8. They could almost see
the ten vigilers at the far end of the Free Bridge in Phillipsburg with a sign that read “War Is Not a Family Value.”

15 vigilers in Pennsburg were visited by a reporter. Three vigiled with courage in remote New Tripoli, and four
in Orefield. One woman held a solo walking vigil in Northampton. Nine stood at S. 4t St. in Bangor and nine in
Quakertown. In Emmaus 13 vigiled at the Triangle, 16 stood at the fountain in Hellertown, 12 at Center Square in
Nazareth. In Jim Thorpe 35 vigilers stood with signs on the Carbon County Courthouse steps while the names of
Pennsylvanians killed in the war were read.

In all we numbered over 320 people vigiling for an end to the war in Iraq on March 19! Over 700 communities
across the country held events for peace -- some attended by thousands, some by hundreds, others in the dozens.
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One-hundred-and-eighty of the finest from the Guy Gray then introduced a video chronicling
Lehigh Valley and beyond gathered on Saturday, LEPOCQO’s involvement with local and national dis-
March 5%, for the LEPOCO annual dinner. sent against the Iraq war. It was produced by Jim

Early arrivals were treated to resonant, instru- {continued on page 2)

mental jazz by Daniel Hunter on guitar and Michael
Lorenz on bass, and a stirring version of “Oh Sacred
World Now Wounded,” sung by the LEPOCO Peace

Singers.

The dinner featured food from several different
cultures. Everything was fresh, piquant, and organic
whenever possible. My favorite dishes were the
Olivada and Hummus with pita and the Black Bean &
Sweet Potato Burritos. The annual dinner is, every
year, a wonderful opportunity to get a taste of some-
thing from another orbit.

The dinner was followed by the art raffle, steer-
ing committee announcements, and bitterly sad news
of murders in one of the Peace Communities in Colom-
bia. Joe DeRaymond, who had returned the day before
from Colombia, urged us to contact our elected repre-
sentatives to demand a full and transparent investi-
gation of the murders.

Mimi }ang, facilitator fo.r the evening, then read " Two LEPOCO founders (Robert Thompson and Art
her poem, “A 40-Ye::ar Reflection,” an alphabetlc'al, Ravitz) greet each other at the dinner. Other founders
funny, and ennobling commentary on LEPOCO’s 40 present at the dinner were Bryn Hammarstrom, Sr.,

years of peace activism. Susan Ravitz, and Fran Dreisbach.






