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Join the Fun-Filled
LEPOCO Bike/
Walkathon

Come bike or walk for peace and justice June 3,

9 am, starting at the Christmas City Fairgrounds,
Bethlehem!

This year LEPOCO's annual bike/walk-a-thon
will benefit LEPOCO and Pennsylvania Abolitionists
United Against the Death Penalty. PAUADP has chap-
ters and affiliates like LEFOCO's Lehigh Valley Com-
mittee Against State Killing throughout Pennsylvania.
PAUADP staff in Harrisburg provide information to
local groups on anti-death penalty legislation, sched-
uled executions, and strategy for death penalty mora-
torium and abolition so that action against the death
penalty can be coordinated on a statewide basis.

Walkers will cover a 10k route, bikers a 25k route.
Both options include scenic and historic points of in-
terest. Maps, rest stops (with snacks!), and a support
vehicle will be provided. Please see the pledge sheet
enclosed with this newsletter. More are available at
the LEPOCO Peace Center. Contact the Center (610
691-8730) for more info.

- Maria Weick

Looking Forward to
Peace Camp 2006

Peace Camp this past year was another great week.
I am always pleasantly surprised with the spirit of com-
munity established between campers and volunteers
over just five days. On the first day of camp, it is likely
that the volunteers in each group have only met once or
twice, if that, and while there are a lot of returning vol-
unteers each year, there are also always a handful of
new volunteers. Of course by the last day, that all
changes; I myself experienced this my first year at Peace
Camp, and [ wasn't even there the whole five days. By
the end of the week, I had made friends with a lot of
the volunteers, both from my group and from other
groups, and naturally the same thing happened with
the campers. This had to be the best aspect of Peace
Camp: to have made a connection with people who
were previously strangers over just five days; to hope,
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months after camp is over, that you will get to see these
people again.
- Dan Hoffman

Editor’s Note: If you want to participate in Peace Camp 2006
as a camper or as a volunteer, please see the registration form
enclosed with this newsletter.

joe DeRaymond:
Witnessing for Peace
from Prison -- Four
Weeks & Counting b s

After two weeks in “administrative lockdown” in
Schuylkill Federal Prison and one week in Lehigh
County prison, Joe has finally made it into the Schuyl-
kill Satellite Camp. In a recent letter he wrote, “I got
the Counterpunch Newsletter with some dynamite arti-
cles... The article in particular about Iraq, reinforces
my resolve about the RIGHTNESS of the Dent 9.”

He also wrote that he has gotten some great letters
from many friends and supporters. He asked that I
pass along his situation as of then - no pencils, paper,
envelopes, stamps. Now that he is in the camp it
should be just a few more days before he gets access to
writing material. His address is still Joseph
DeRaymond, #92569-020, FCI Schuylkill Satellite
Camp, PO Box 670, Minersville, PA 17954.

He went on to write: “ After the Lehigh County ex-
perience, I realize more the SYSTEMIC nature of our
treatment. There is simply no room for humanity in
the system that has evolved. Everyone, prisoners and
workers, just wants to get through the day, DO THE
TIME, GET OUT. Iremember the comment, “I've got
just four more year,” said by a Lehigh County Prison
‘correctional officer’! There is certainly no room for
change or activism -- which is partially designed,
partially a function of the culture.

Joe thanis you all, as do I, for your support of him
personally and for your continued efforts to end the
war in Iraq and to close the School of the Americas.

- Sarah Snider



Iran in the Cross Hairs

Since Seymour Hersh spilled the beans in the
April 17th issue of The New Yorker, many articles have
appeared detailing the Bush Administration’s plan to
launch a bombing campaign against Iran, possibly in-
cluding the use of “tactical” nuclear weapons, starting
as early as June.

One former defense official told Hersh that the
military planning was premised on a belief that “a
sustained bombing campaign in [ran will humiliate the
religious leadership and lead the public to rise up and
overthrow the government.” He added, "I was shocked
when [ heard it, and asked myself, “‘What are they
smoking?"”

It’s a painful reminder of the kind of fantasizing
that preceded the invasion of Iraq.

An article by Sarah Chayes and Amir Soltani
Sheikholeslami in the Boston Globe states that, “U.S.
bombing is perhaps the only thing that would force
Iran’s frustrated, energetic, sophisticated, largely young

~ population to rally round its discredited leaders. And
this is why the Iranian government is so assiducusly
waving the red flag of its nuclear ambitions in front of
the American bull. Because it knows that only prompt
military action could save it from the humiliation its
own population is planning.”

They go on to say that Iranian leaders have guited
the Islamic Republic of any religious or political legiti-
macy. The eurrent president, Ahmadinejad, was-elected
on promises of breaking the economic monopoly of
Iran’s corrupt religious establishment but, once in of-
fice, demonstrated his sympathy for the poor by author-
izing a crackdown on union leaders representing strik-
ing bus drivers.

Bush portrays Ahmadinejad as a Hitler who must
be stopped before he gains the ability to produce nucle-
ar weapons. An editorial in the Toronto Star said,
“Bush’s tactics bear eerie parallels to his 2002-03 build-
up to the invasion of Iraq. The ostensible issue then
was the hidden weapons of mass destruction. Now, it
is the Iranian intention to develop a nuclear bomb.”

Bush has said he views Tehran as a serious menace
which he must deal with because subsequent adminis-
trations of either party might not be willing to consider
a military option. But, in January, Senator Hillary
Rodham Clinton, widely seen as the front-runner for
the 2008 Democratic presidential nomination, accused
the Bush administration of not taking the threat of a
nuclear Iran seriously enough, criticized the Bush ad-
ministration for allowing European nations to take the
lead in pursuing a diplomatic solution, and insisted
that the administration should make it clear that mili-
tary options were being actively considered.

The many negative consequences of a U.S. attack
may be strong enough to convince even the Bush ad-
ministration not to proceed with the military option,
but it doesn’t mean they wouldn’t enlist Israel to do the

deed. Stephen Zunes, in Foreign Policy in Focus, wrote,
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“Just as the ruling elites of medieval Europe used the
Jews as money lenders and tax collectors to avoid the
wrath of an exploited population, the elites of the
world’s one remaining superpower would similarly be
quite willing to use Israel to do their dirty work against
Iran. That way, Israel, not the United Staies, will get
the blame.”

Regarding the possibility of a nuclear strike
against Iran, Glen Motil, in Draft Notices newsletter,
wrote, "The worst part is not the destruction caused by
such an attack -which will be enormous - but the fact
that the nuclear taboo has been broken. This will most
likely cause a chain reaction, leading to a new arms race
and an increasing likelihood that other nations would
dissolve the NPT (Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty)
and use these weapons themselves: eventually the U.S.
will be ‘forced’ to use larger nuclear weapons, increase-
ing the potential for the total annihilation of the human
species as a result of nuclear winter.”

Martin Luther King said the choice is now between
nonviolence and nonexistence. The urgency of his in-
sight has never been clearer.

- Mike Lawton

Action Suggestion
Contact your Senators and Representative and urge
them to oppose an attack on Iran and to oppose the
covert actions reported to be already underway by U.S.
troops in Iran. Urge respect for international law and
the pursuit of diplomacy. Urge a firm commitment
against the use of nuclear weapons. Urge work toward
a Weapons of Mass Destruction Free Zone in the entire
Middle East and U.S. leadership in fulfilling its own
disarmarmnent obligation to the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty.
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Potluck & Politics

Popcorn & Pohtlcs
at the LEPOCO Peace Center 7z g7 2y

Friday, June 2, 7 pm
Popcorn & Politics
1st Friday Film
“Plan Colombia: Cashing In
on the Drug War Failure”
(2003)

The U.S. is spraying chemicals on
Colombian fields to eliminate the
drug crops. The result after so much
money spent on this program is that
the supply of drugs is still the same ,
but the population is suffering horrific
consequences by losing their food
crops, poisoning, birth defects and the
whole destruction of their habitat.
This is a one-hour documentary about
the first U.S. oil war of the 21st
century.

Please bring a snack or beverage
to share.

Sunday, June 11, 6:30 pm
Potluck & Politics
Janet & Urbane Byler
An Older Couple’s
Contribution: Three Years in

Honduras

Working for a Mennonite Central Comnuttee program,
Janet and Urbane Byler were based in San Pedro Sula in
northern Honduras. They worked with a variety of short-term
delegations visiting from the U.S. and Canada. They will show
slides and talk about the short- and long-term effects for work-
ers in the maquilla industry, the rehabilitation work with gang
members, gang prevention programs for youth and other
important developments they witnessed in Honduras during
their three-year stay, 2002-2005. Janet and Urbane are long-
time peace witnesses and members of LEPOCO,

Please bring some food to share for dinner at 6:30 pm. The
presentation should begin around 7 pm.

Dent 9 Update

I did not visit Congressperson Dent's office on
January 17, 2006, with the intention of committing a
ctime. 1 came to rectify a crime.

- Sarah Snider

As we entered the courtroom for the Dent 9 pre-
liminary hearing on April 24", a shackled Joe
DeRaymond rose to greet us. (Joe, who had been with
the contingent in January, is currently serving three
months for crossing the line at the School of the Ameri-
cas in Georgia.) We cherished the reunion, with our
spirits lifting again as the room filled with supporters.

After the testimony of Congressperson Dent's Dis-
trict Chief of Staff Carol Halper and Lieutenant David

Strawn of the Bethlehem Police, Attorney Don Miles
made a motion to dismiss the case. The motion was
based on who had been authorized to tell us to leave on
January 17t Attorney Martricia McLaughlin added
that the Commonwealth showed no evidence that we
had intended to commit a crime on that date.

A brief recess ensued. District Judge Wayne
Maura then ruled that the burden of proof had indeed
been met by the Commonwealth. Defendants Susie
Ravitz, Tim Chadwick, Sarah Snider, Joe DeRaymond,
Bernard Berg, Maria Weick, and myself, each spoke re-
garding a citizen’s obligation to act during a crisis such
as an illegal war. After a closing argument, Don Miles
again made a motion to dismiss the case. Said Martricia
McLaughlin, “It is a sad day for our nation when the
right to petition our elected officials results in the im-
mediate arrest and lodging of a Misdemeanor Three
charge against people peacefully assembled, according
to their Constitutional right.” Ms. McLaughlin reiterat-
ed that the “specific intent to commit a crime is not
demonstrated by the Prosecutor's case.” The judge re-
sponded by telling the defendants, “You have other op-
tions open to you (besides staying past closing time in
your Congressperson's office).”

Judge Maura also stated that because he sits in a
chair on the opposite side of the desk from us, he must
put his personal feelings aside and do what he is “man-
dated to do.” “You, the defendants, made choices to put
yourselves in the courtroom today,” he proncunced,
binding the case over to the next level.

Therefore, on Thursday, June 15, 2006, the Dent 9
will appear in court in Allentown at 8:30 am, to receive
the date for their trial. Supporters are welcome to at-
tend.

- Anna Maria Caldara

Be All You Can Be...Work For Peace!
Part-Time Paid Staff Position Available
LEPOCO is seeking a staffperson to work 10 to
15 hours per week on sur Youth & Militarism
Program. Responsibilities include outreach and
education at public events and schools. Can-
didates should be coinfortable doing presenta-
tions, speaking in public, communicating with
school officials and working closely with high
school-aged students.  Other duties include
developing and maintaining relationships with
local schools, phone calls, mailings, attending
meetings and conferences, ordering and manag-
ing the Y&M counter-recruitment materials. We
would prefer candidates who can make at least a

one-year commitment to this position.

Call 610-691-8730 for more information or send a
letter of interest to LEPOCO, 313 W 4th St
Bethlehem, PA 18015 or to lepococ@postmark.net.
Please respond by June 15, 2006.
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