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Occupg Wa” Strcct gL

To try and capture all that is taking place and all
that has taken place in the Occupy Wall Street move-
ment is too large a task for this brief article, but here’s
some first-hand ramblings for what it’s worth..,

There’'s somethin’ happening here,
What it is ain’t exactly clear

I've been a subscriber to Adbusters magazine for
nearly a decade. It’s a graphic intensive activist publi-
cation with an anti-consumerism bend. Every other is-
sue seems to be calling for worldwide revolution.
Some calls to action have been moderately successful
(Buy Nothing Day, TV Turnoff Week) while other happen-
ings don’t appear to happen at all. Who then knew to
take the call to camp out on Wall Street seriously? Cer-
tainly the poster depicting a ballerina twirling atop the
Wall Street bull was striking. The caption “WHAT IS
OUR ONE DEMAND?” followed by the sparse details
“#OCCUPYWALLSTREET. SEPTEMBER 17",
BRING TENT.” captured the imagination while con-
founding it at the same time.

September 17t arrived and with it hundreds of
protesters. This was well short of the 20,000 that were
hoped for, but a core group of about 200 would camp
out that first night. Though the numbers were low, the
individuals who stayed made a powerful impression
upon me (and apparently many others) as i viewed the
proceedings via a live internet stream. A silent walk
and candlelight vigil was held at midnight on Wall
Street. Barricades had been erected to prevent protest-
ers from accessing the street. The marchers approached
the barricades maintaining a powerful silence. They
stood before the police for several minutes before turn-
ing around and marching to another of the blocked
entrances to Wall Street where they would stand in
silence again. As i witnessed this i was reminded of the
second Selma-to-Montgomery civil rights march; the
one that took place two days after Bloody Sunday,
where King and company approached the police line,
knelt to pray, and then turned around to save the con-
frontation for another day. It was then that i realized
this movement was something to take seriously and
seriously be a part of.

What a field-day for the heat,
A thousand people in the street

The first days of the demonstration were largely
ignored by mainstream media. The media first latched
upon the bare breasts of a few women protesters. Sex

Newsletter of LEPOCO

Lehigh-Pocono Commuittee of Concem

sells. Then, young women protesters being pepper
sprayed ruled the day. If it bleeds, it leads. But after
the endorsement of several unions who swelled the
ranks for a major march and the arrest of over 700 on
the Brooklyn Bridge a few days later, the movement got
the attention it deserved.

I was part of that 700+ and with about a baker’s
dozen of arrests under my activist belt, i can say that
this arrest was the most thrilling. The moment of deci-
sion to hop over the bridge guardrail from the pedes-
trian walkway onto the street and the spectacle of all
those people charging across the bridge made for a very
exhilarating experience. In jail i had the joy to get to
know Casey O’Neill, a 34-year-old data manager from
Oakland, California. Fed up with a political system
corrupted by corporate money and the growing eco-
nomic inequality in the U.S., Casey quit his job and

bought a one-way plane ticket to New York to partici-
(continued on page 6)

Be There!

On Monday, November 21, from 10 am to Noon (try
to arrive by 7:30 am), the Delaware River Basin Commission
(DRBC) will meet to “consider adoption” of regulations
which will lift the moratorium on natural gas drilling in
the Delaware River watershed. You are very much urged
to be there and help say, “Don’t Drill the Delaware. The
meeting will be held in Trenton, NJ, in the Patriots Thea-
ter of the War Memorial, 1 Memorial Drive.

For three years the Delaware Riverkeeper Network
and others have fought to protect the Delaware River from
the abuses of fracking. Over 69,000 comments were filed
with the DRBC - a record number. Lawsuits have been
filed attempting to stop the DRBC from moving ahead
without the needed environmental studies. The Delaware
River was designated the most threatened river in the U.S.
in 2010. The water supply for over 15 million people will
be at risk if drilling is allowed to go forward.

Buses are being arranged that will stop near the Le-
high Valley (at the Quakertown Park & Ride & at the Dela-
ware Water Gap Welcome Center). Please contact Faith
Zerbe at the Delaware Riverkeeper office to reserve a seat
or for other transportation info.: faith@delawareriver
keeper.org or 215-369-1188. Call LEPOCO if you are stuck
for local car pool suggestions.

Anyone able to participate in nonviolent direct
action on the 21* is invited to attend nonviolence training
on Sunday, November 20, at 6:30 pm, at the Trenton
Quaker Meeting House, 142 East Hanover St., Trenton
(08608). For information about housing possibilities for
that evening please see the DelawareRiverkeeper.org
logistics page.




The Growing Divide

Saturday, October 29, I had the interesting experi-
ence of going to the United for a Fair Economy work-
shop, “The Growing Economic Divide: Which Side Are
You On?” --16 or 17 years after attending the first one
that LEPOCO sponsored. About 30 people gathered at
Zion Reformed UCC in downtown Allentown, the day
we were to have serious early snow. Steve Schnapp,
UFE Education Director, led the workshop, which was
sponsored by the Lehigh County Conference of Church-
es and several other organizations. Special visitors to
this country from Guatemala were introduced, Rev.
Vitalino Similox and Norma Coloma, Executive Director
and General Secretary of the LCCC equivalent there.

We started by sharing experiences that were signs
of the current economy, and Steve described the cross-
roads we are at of growing insecurity, greater burdens,
stress, and scapegoating. The workshop is participatory,
and several of us physically illustrated the excellent
charts provided: CEO pay compared to average worker
pay here and abroad, ownership of household wealth,
mortgage and credit card debt graphs, etc. All indicate
something we know, that while the rich always seem to
get richer, the richest have outrun everyone. These
figures have increased amazingly even in the past 15
years.

For example, dividing the population into five
equal parts, or quintiles, real family income growth in
the past 40 years includes this: the middle gained 11%,
and the highest gained 49%. Out of that top 20%, the top
5% gained 73% and the top 1% gained 169%. When
taking a step forward represented a 10% gain, the man
representing the top 1% had to go into the next room.
Another example is that in the U.S. the average CEO pay
to average worker pay has greatly increased, now at 475
times the worker. Mexico, the next highest in the chart,
is 47:1, and the European countries shown are between
10 and 20:1. The workshop also focuses on the history of
the politics and social attitudes that made these things
possible.

Steve encouraged the many discussions that oc-
curred throughout the workshop and Bob Walden gave
several biblical examples that referred to economic situ-
ations, including guiding people’s interactions in socie-
ty. Throughout the workshop was an outrage about un-
fairness in current economic sensibilities; in countries
with smaller divides (Sweden, Japan, e.g.) many societal
problems are reduced, such as high school dropouts and
murder.

After lunch, the workshop emphasized effects of
“boosts and blocks,” various governmental programs
and attitudes on segments of the population. In all
cases, whites have benefited, non-whites much less so,
and Afro-Americans always benefited least. The
workshop ended with Six Principles of a Solidarity
Economy, which include cooperation, equity in all
dimensions, sustainability, and pluralism/diversity/
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grassroots organizing. The time ran out before we could

solve all the problems. Leaving, I went to the parking

lot and went home, after clearing 5” of snow off the car.
- Janet Goloub

Shut Down the SOA

November 18-20, thousands of social justice acti-
vists from across the Americas will gather at the main
gates of Fort Benning, Georgia, to call for an end to U.S.
militarization and for the closure of the Western Hemi-
sphere Institute for Security Cooperation, aka the School
of the Americas. The three-day convergence will in-
clude a massive rally; speakers from the NAACP, the
Sisters of Mercy, the Georgia Undocumented Youth Al-
liance , as well as talks by torture survivors and human
rights activists from Latin America; and plenaries, work-
shops, concerts, and strategy sessions.

Tying in with the “occupy” theme, Father Roy
Bourgeois, the founder of SOA Watch, said, “The SOA
provides the military muscle to protect the greed of the
1% at the expense of the 99% throughout the Americas.”

At least three local activists plan to be in Georgia
for this gathering, Sheila Clever, and Bob & Carmen
Riggs. For more information go to www.soa.org. If you
haven’t participated in this gathering it is always in-
spiring and the purpose remains crucial.
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