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Coming to South Bethlehem: LEPOCO’s Annual Yard Sale

At this time of the year, when many of us are
thinking about the 3Rs: reading, writing and reducing
the right wing's effect on our cultural, economic, spi-
ritual and political landscape, let’s not forget to reduce,
reuse, and recycle. What better way to renew our com-
mitment to our personal lives, our neighbors and our
Earth than to come to the Annual LEPOCO Yard Sale,
to be held in the Forte Bldg., 1337 E. 5th St., south Beth-
lehem, on Sat., September 17, from 8:30 am to 1 pm.

This important fundraiser for LEPOCO holds
many opportunities for you: volunteer to sort, drop off
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items saved (Tues.-Thurs at the LEPOCO Peace Center
and Friday at the Forte Bldg.) (pre-priced, please), bake
scrumptious goodies to sell, staff the event (2-3 hour
time slots), and/or help set up the Friday before/break
down Saturday afternoon (2:00ish). Just call 610-691-
8730 or stop by the office, 313 W. 4tk St,, Bethlehem.
Also, station wagons and trucks are needed as we pack
up on Saturday; and tables and clothes racks can be
used at the sale.

Remember the event is at our new yard sale loca-
tion, the Forte Building on the southside. PLEASE SEE
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Hold Our Government Accountable
for the Deaths, the Lies,
the Destruction &
the Toll on Our Communities

End the S
War sttty
on Iraq :
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Saturday, September 24, 2005
Washington, D.C.

Bring the Troops Home Now!
Leave No Bases Behind

End the Corporate Occupation

Stop Bankrupting Our Communities
No Military Recruitment in Our Schools

Join a Lehigh Valley delegation to
the September 24th March on Washington.

Also:

Sunday, September 25
Interfaith Service and Activist Training
Monday, September 26
Lobby Day

Nonviolent Direct Action & Civil Disobedience

____Please save me ___seats on the bus to
Washington, Sept. 24. Enclosed is payment of
$ (%30 per seat/what you can afford).

__ I cannot attend but would like to help others
who want to go. Enclosed is a donation of
$ .

____ T'will drive to Washington for all or part of Sept
24-26. Please notify me of others who might
like to car pool.

Please notify me of any local actions on Sept. 24,
since I cannot go to D.C.

___ Iwould like to be part of a local affinity group
to participate in the civil disobedience on
Monday, Sept. 26.

__ Iwould like to join the lobbying effort on
Monday, Sept. 26.

Name

Phone e-mail

Address Zip
Return to: LEPOCO, 313 West 4th St., Bethlehem, PA 18015.
Or call 610-691-8730 for more information.




The Nevada Desert Protest

My first experience of a desert was an hour out-
side of Las Vegas at the Nevada Test Site. A deceptive-
Iy beautiful land painted with sagebrush covering 1350
square miles (an arca as large as the state of Rhode
Island). Barren mountains show off their ancient lines
and grooves, but hide the craters from 928 atomic wea-
pons explosions out of sight. And radiation? Radia-
tion cannot be seen.

The Nevada Test Site is on land once owned by
the Shoshone. It was considered an unpopulated,
desolate wasteland by the U.S. government in 1948.
The land was seized and between 1951-1992 nearly nu-
clear 1000 tests took place. One hundred of these tests
were conducted above ground resulting in clouds of
radioactive material routinely drifting off site, expos-
ing thousands of people. Now the site is used as a
repository for low-level nuclear waste and peaceful
civil disobedience acts. Annually Bechtel is paid 585
million dollars to maintain the site and keep itin a
state of “ready.”

On Saturday August 6, 2005, there was a public
witness at the Nevada Test Site. What a perfect place
to join with 400 people to remember all the victims
(people, animals, plant life, water, earth) of nuclear
destruction on the 60t Anniversary of Hiroshima-
Nagasaki. Corbin Harney, a Shoshone spiritual healer,
made opening remarks and prayed in his native
tongue. Jim Berenholtz choreographed 60 of us in a
Nuclear Age Transformation Ritual. Actor Martin
Sheen led the solemn procession toward the gate of the
test site. We sang Amazing Grace as we approached a
wall of police. Those willing to risk arrest walked
through a ceremonial willow hoop which represented
a beginning of the end of nuclear weapons. Martin
Sheen was the first to pass through followed by Father
John Dear and 178 others.

Hand-in-hand Robert Daniels and I “crossed the
line.” It was a moment of spiritual transformation. We
were met by a sheriff with a smile and warned that if
we continued we would be arrested for trespassing on
“Federal property.” We proceeded and were promptly
split up. Men and women were separated and led into
large pens like cattle. I was told the pens were built
years ago because they needed a place to put the peace
activists that make regular visits to the test site.

While John Dear and Robert reminisced about
their recent travels to Gandhi’s India and made friends
with the police, I spent 3 hours with 109 women, sing-
ing and trading stories. Ilearned that some folks there
that night had been participating in this public witness
yearly for 20 years. After the police finished writing
citations for the men they began processing and releas-
ing the women one-by-one, back into the open desert.
We were met with much support and buses took us
back to the city.

The ceremony, ritual, and arrest at the Nevada
Test Site was the centerpiece of a four-day conference
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called, “Many Stories, One Vision...For a Nuclear Free
World.” It was sponsored by Pax Christi USA and The
Nevada Desert Experience, and held on the campus of
University of Nevada at Las Vegas. One of the many
stories we heard was told by Janet Chisholm, who
grew up in Las Vegas. For entertainment her family
would drive out to the desert to watch the nuclear
bomb explosions. She was so fascinated by them that
she studied chemistry in college aspiring to design nu-
clear missiles. In college she had a change of heart and
majored to religion. She went on to become a peace ac-
tivist, organizer and coordinator of nonviolence train-
ing for the Fellowship of Reconciliation and chair of
the Episcopal Peace Fellowship.

Another speaker, Tony de Brum, a former Senator
from the Marshall Islands told us how the U.S. govern-
ment downplayed the results of radiation experiments
that poisoned his family of native islanders. The U.S.
government claimed the “effects were insignificant”
and dismissed birth defects as being due to the small
gene pool.

We also heard from Dr. James Yamazaki. During
World War II his parents were imprisoned in an in-
ternment camp for Japanese-Americans while he
served in the United States Army in Germany. He was
later captured and held as a prisoner of war. After the
war he was a doctor to A-bomb survivors in Japan.

Dr. Yamazaki presented slides showing the affects of
radiation on his patients and on the cities of Hiroshima

and Nagasaki.

These amazing stories and so many others re-
minded me of what brought us to the conference and
what led me to my first Nevada Desert Experience.

- Jill Robbins
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The LEPOCO Newsletter is published 10 times a year by
the Lehigh-Pocono Committee of Concern, a non-violent,

non-profit organization dedicated to peace in all forms.
Annual dues are:

Regular Member. .. ........... $25
Limited Income Member ....... $5
Household Membership ....... $30
Supporting Member . . ......... $50

Articles/news should be submitted by the third Wednesday
of the month for use in the following month's newsletter.
Newsletter Staff: Ellen Buck, Peter Crownfield, Fran
Dreisbach, Mike Lawton, Tom Lloyd, Bob Riggs, Tom
Stinnett, Joan Stone, Nancy Tate, Marion Thorne, Jeff
Vitelli, Hans Wuerth, and Ursula Wuerth.

Thanks to all the people who staple, fold and label the
newsletter each month.

LEPOCO Steering Committee: Dan Acker (co-treas.), Ellen
Buck, Peter Crownfield, Annie Hasz, Robert Daniels, Julius
Iwantsch (co-treasurer), Mike Lawton (ex-officio), Janet
Ney, Sue Ravitz, and Nancy Tate (ex-officio).




Popcorn & Politics: Oct. 7

As part of the First Friday, Popcorn & Politics
series we will show “The End of Suburbia” on the first
Friday of October, the 7th, at 7 pm. This film deals with
the results of decreasing supplies of oil. Dan Hunter
will lead this presentation. Please bring a snack or
beverage to share and join the timely discussion at the
Peace Center. Call 610-691-8730 for more info.

Counter Recruiters Active

As this newsletter is being prepared a training for
new counter recruiters is set for Sept. 10, and it is full.
There may be another training at a later date. This
follows ads in two local newspapers about the need for
high school students to “opt-out” to avoid the sales
pitch from military recruiters. On September 8th,
several people gave leaflets about the need to “opt-
out” to students at William Allen High School, Allen-
town. There was a very good report about the opt-out
issue in The Morning Call on September 7t. If you
want to see some of these materials or want to know
more about how you can be involved, please contact
Peter Crownfield at LEPOCO 610-691-8730.

Meeting With Rep. Dent

A delegation from the Lehigh Valley Peace Coali-
tion met with Rep. Charles Dent on Aug. 31st. Susie
Ravitz arranged the meeting attended by Fran
Dreisbach, Guy Gray, Ken Moore, and Mimi Lang. A
major point of their presentation to the congressman
was urging his support for legislation like HJRes-55
that would require Pres. Bush to present a plan for
withdrawing U.S. troops from Iraq and that with-
drawal would be completed by Oct. 2006. Rep. Dent
had just returned from a two-day visit to Iraq and was
very positive about the U.S. troops and the U.S. efforts
there. He is concerned that withdrawal could lead to
another Kosovo. The delegation said the U.S. could be
proactive, involving the UN and NATO to try to pre-
vent such developments. One member of the delega-
tion expressed concern that reconstruction contracts in
Iraq had been given to U.S. firms when Iraqi busi-
nesses were quite capable. The group requested Rep.
Dent’s assistance in making public more accurate
information about casualties in Iraq (both U.S. and
Iraqi). They urged a government effort to end war pro-
fiteering. Another member of the group stressed that
while most people will not join peace vigils, the num-
ber of people who have anti-war views is growing,.
Rep. Dent was attentive and cordial, but did refer to
his relative inexperience in foreign affairs.

- Nancy Tate from conversations with Fran Dreisbach

and Susie Ravitz

The Hurricane: A Few Responses —
“There is no such thing as a ‘natural’ disaster. Hur-

ricanes happen, but death comes from official neglect,

from tax cuts for the rich that cut the heart out of public

protection. The corpses in the street are victims of a
class war in which only one side has a general.” - Greg
Palast, 9/2/05

“As a means of acknowledging and rectifying our
mistaken priorities, the Fellowship of Reconciliation
calls for the cost of hurricane relief and rebuilding to be
deducted from our annual $400 billion-plus military
budget.” - FOR Statement of 9/7/05

True Majority, 191 Bank 5t., 3*4 FL. Burlington, VT
05401 or www.truemajority.org is accepting donations
on behalf of the People’s Hurricane Fund established by
the Community Labor United, a coalition of community
groups that has worked for nine years in the hardest-hit
neighborhoods of New Orleans.

IFCO/Pastors for Peace (201- 768-5171) is organiz-
ing an emergency caravan to Louisiana and Mississippi
to “do what our government has not done and does not
intend to do: to reach out quickly to those who hunger
and thirst.” They will tap the resources they have built
up in taking such caravans of aid to Cuba, Chiapas, and
Central America. Contact them at the number above if
you would like to help.
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LEPOCO’s Annual Yard Sale

(continued from page 1)
THE MAP BELOW!! Here the accommodations are
fine, rain or shine, for perusing all that stuff we have
collected year round for SOMEONE to reuse. So... “Pack
up the babies and grab the old ladies. Everyone...”(to
paraphrase Neil Diamond) and come to this fun filled
event. See the (RAlY things we've all purchased and
find valuable again. I'm going... See you there.

- Laurie Spalholz

Also on Sept. 17th: WDIY is holding a Flea Market and
Bake Sale from 9 am to 2 pm, at their south Bethlehem
studios, 301 Broadway. Make a day of southside trea-
sure hunting and support both sales.
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